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Grand Marshal Betty Leveille (c)and Deputy Grand Marshals Luke Lenahan (l) and John 
“Jack” Mulvey (r).  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Leveille Chosen Grand Marshal
By Tom Burkard

Anniversary Bash
The South Amboy Irish-American 

Association will sponsor its 30th Anniver-
sary Bash with the Willie Lynch Band on 
April 5th from 7-11 p.m. at J. O’Neill’s, 17 
Thomas St., Sayreville.  Tickets are $35 in 
advance and $40 at the door, and includes 
beer, wine, soda and food.  Advance tickets 
may be purchased at O’Ireland in South 
Amboy or from Dorothyann Connallon at 
732-525-1658. 

Kevin Mulvey
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Mulvey Traded To Twins
By Tom Burkard

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey will not be pitch-
ing at Shea Stadium this year.  Mulvey, who 
had been mentioned in all types of trade 
rumors since November, was traded with 
three other Mets prospects for Minnesota 
Twins Johan Santana, considered by most 
inside baseball people as the best pitcher 
in Major League Baseball.  In addition to 
Mulvey, the Mets sent young pitchers Philip 
Humber and Deolis Guerrera, plus outfielder 
Carlos Gomez to acquire Santana.

Mulvey, who was the NY Mets’ organi-
zation’s “Pitcher of the Year” in 2007, will 
now be trying to win a spot on the Twins 
roster out of Spring Training at Fort Mey-
ers, Florida.

Many fans feel that it was an important 
deal for the Mets, and makes them legitimate 
World Series favorites for this year.  Others 
are disappointed that they won’t get to see 
Kevin in a Mets uniform at Shea, but happy 
that they feel he will get to the majors faster 
as a member of the Minnesota Twins.

I spent some time with Kevin at the NJ 
Sportswriters Association’s 72nd Anniver-
sary Banquet at the Pines on Jan. 27th, and 
he was easily the most popular interview 
of the day, being sought by New York and 
New Jersey print in addition to TV media 
prior to the awards ceremony, in which he 
was honored as “New Jersey Minor League 
Pitcher of the Year.”  As a matter of fact, 
Kevin was in more demand than Mets’ star 
relief pitcher Billy Wagner.  Almost all of 
the interviewers got around to asking Kevin 
about being mentioned in a possible trade, 
and he handled their questions like a seasoned 
baseball veteran, saying that, “Whatever 
happens is out of my control.  I’ll do the 
best I can wherever I play.”  Two days later, 
word of the Mets-Twins trade hit the news, 
but was put on hold for a couple of days 
pending Santana’s contract and physical.  
The trade is a done deal now, as Santana 
with a career record of (93-44), 3.22 ERA 
brings his golden left arm to New York, and 
our local favorite, Kevin Mulvey will be 
working hard in Spring Training to make 
the Minnesota Twins roster.

It’s been a long time since many South 
Amboy-Sayreville residents, and myself 
rooted for the Twins, going back to the Tom 
Kelly era, but I guess it’s time to buy a Twin 
hat and shirt, and wish Kevin the best with 
his new team.  The bus trips that the local 
Knights and Legion, as well as other orga-
nizations had hoped to take to Shea Stadium 
to see Mulvey, may now have to be changed 
to Yankee Stadium when Minnesota comes 
to NY.  Best of luck, Kevin !

Fan Reaction To Trade
Lou Seminski (Owner of Sciortino’s 

Harbor Lights) “Unfortunately today, sports 
is a business.  It’s no longer for the fan.  
Mulvey must have a lot of talent, as he was 
traded for one of the top two or three pitch-
ers in baseball.  At least we’ll see him pitch 
against the Yankees someday, and maybe 
inter-league against the Mets.  I wish him well 
and his family should be proud of him.”

Steve Schmid (South Amboy) “I’m 
disappointed our local kid won’t be pitching 
for the Mets.  I wish him the best of luck with 
the Twins.  However, it was a great deal for 
the Mets.  Now they have an ace.” 

Alumni Dinner-
March 15

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School will hold its Alumni Dinner and 
Evening of Recognition on Saturday, March 
15 from 6-10 p.m. at The Forge Inn of 
Woodbridge.  Thomas Burkard (Class of 
‘69), Roxanne Meszaros Keegan (Class of 
‘75), and William Schwarick (Class of ‘63) 
will be honored.

Dinner tickets are $60 individual, $110 
for 2 attendees, and $440 to reserve a table 
of 8.      The deadline for dinner tickets 
is Feb. 29th.  For complete information, 
please contact: The Office of Advancement 
at 732-525-0748, ext. 243 or mkemble@
cardinalmccarrick.com.

Parade Starts At 2 P.M.
The South Amboy Parade Committee 

is proud to announce that this year’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Satur-
day, March 8 beginning at 2 p.m.  The Parade 
will include 31 bands complete with 11 pipe 
bands, U.S. Army Band and 3 Mummers 
bands.  The Parade Committee promises a 
few surprises at this year’s event.

This year’s Grand Marshal will be Eliza-
beth “Betty” Leveille, and Deputy Grand 
Marshals Luke Lenahan and John “Jack” 
Mulvey.  They have served their community 
in many wonderful ways.

The day begins with 9:00 a.m. Mass at 
St. Mary Church, followed by the flag rais-
ing at South Amboy City Hall on Broadway.  
Line up begins at 12:30 p.m.

The Parade Committee is comprised of 
members of the Irish American Association, 

the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Fire 
Dept., members of the Emerald Society and 
local volunteers.  Anyone wishing to volun-
teer to assist with the parade on parade day is 
welcome and should contact Mary Kay Noble 
via e-mail at mairecaite@msn.com.

The Irish American Association is proud 
to be celebrating its 30th Anniversary.

Parade fundraisers will include this 
year’s annual commemorative button de-
signed by student Grace McCrone, golf 
shirts available for ordering on our website, 
at O’Ireland on Broadway, South Amboy, and 
the AOH, 271 Second St., a $5- 50/50 that 
will be drawn on March 17.  The Associa-
tion will host a “Hoist A Pint Night” at the 
Landmark on Broadway, South Amboy on 
March 6 from 7-11 p.m.  Cost is $20.

Cardinal McCarrick High School students, Ray Sykes (l) and Michael Du (r) are shown 
with some of the 35 containers of canned foods students collected during Catholic Schools 
Week for the Middlesex County Food Bank.

Wisniewski Re-
Elected Chairman

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski 
(D-Sayreville) has been re-elected to the 
position of Chairman of the New Jersey Fire 
Safety Commission.   At the regular meeting 
of the Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Fire Safety,   New Jersey Fire 
Safety Commission on January 16, 2008, 
Vice-Chairman Pasquale Intindola made 
the motion that Assemblyman Wisniewski 
be re-elected to the position of Commis-
sion Chairman.  This motion was then sec-
onded by Commissioner Arthur Mercurio 
and passed unanimously.  Assemblyman 
Wisniewski was first appointed to the New 
Jersey Fire Safety Commission in 1996 and 
has helped the Fire Safety Commission to 
update and streamline the training standards 
for Firemen, create incentives that led to an 
increase of volunteer firemen and worked 
on legislation that has greatly improved the 
safety of the residents of New Jersey.  

Elizabeth “Betty” Leveille of South 
Amboy has been selected Grand Marshal 
of the 2008 St. Patrick’s Day Parade.   A 
life-long resident of the City, she attended 
South Amboy schools, graduating from H.G. 
Hoffman High School Class of 1954.  She 
said that, “We had 12 boys and 12 girls in 
our class.”

Betty said that as youngsters “We were 
never bored.  We played softball at the St. 
Mary’s Field on Second St., and in the sum-
mer went swimming down at the old Minnie 
Ditch, Hercules, or Ducks Nest.  We also 
went bike riding, played Monopoly, and 
Hop Scotch.  In the winter, we loved to go 
sleigh riding.”  She said that “Kids today 
have computers and TV.  Their parents 
worry more about them because society is 
so different.”

Betty became an official member of the 
South Amboy First Aid Squad (SAFAS) in 
1974.  She was the first woman in history to 
join, and says that, “They had to rewrite all 
the by-laws to allow me in.”  She went on 
to become the first and only woman captain, 
and is still very active today in her 34th year 
with the Squad.  She was very much accepted 
by the all-male Squad when she first joined, 
and they were all anxious and eager to teach 
her and help her become a good First Aider.  
She said there were many gentlemen who 
inspired her, and signaled out John McCloud, 
Mike Szraga, and Bill Chapman.  “They were 
all very helpful, and John was an instructor,” 
she said.  Prior to joining, she had already 
passed the tests for EMT status, and that was 
certainly a plus.  

continued on page 35
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Charles “Chuck” Pickard of South Amboy was officially promoted to Lieutenant of the 
Middlesex County Fire Police South Amboy Division by Mayor John T. O’Leary and Police 
Chief James Wallis.  Lt. Pickard is a long-time member of the South Amboy Fire Dept., 
and former Fire Chief.  He also worked for many years as a Supervisor with the Middlesex 
County Roads Dept., before his retirement.  Pictured (l-r) O’Leary, Pickard, Wallis, Capt. 
Darren LaVigne.  Congratulations, “Chuck!”  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Zagata Returns
Zach Zagata, 21, of Sayreville, and the 

son of former Mayor James and Mrs. Zagata, 
was home for Christmas after serving with 
the U.S. Marines in Afghanistan and Iraq.  
He received a rifle shooting award, a perfect 
score in physical fitness, and a combat action 
ribbon.  His dad, James, served as Mayor of 
Sayreville from 1996-2000. 
Anchors Aweigh Update

Last month’s “Anchors Aweigh” feature 
by Virginia Stillwagon drew rave reviews 
from SA Times readers near and far away. 
Virginia tells us that Rear Admiral Charles 
Martoglio’s mother is Alberta O’Brien 
Martoglio, who is a ‘49 St. Mary’s High 
graduate, and his grandmother was Anna 
O’Brien, who worked for Dr. Charles Hoff-
man for many years.
Local On American Gladiators

Jamie Kovac of South Amboy appears 
on NBC TV’s hit show, “American Gladia-
tors.  Kovac is one of 12 gladiators competing 
on the exciting television program.
On Deans List

Jacqueline Ostrander has earned Dean’s 
List status at Ramapo College of NJ for the 
Fall of 2007 semester with a 4.00 GPA.  
Jacqueline, a freshman, is an ‘07 graduate of 
South High School.  Congratulations!
Thank You Bob & Agnes & Mickey

A special thank you goes out to Bob and 
Agnes Leslie of South Amboy for giving 
me  vintage newspapers containing stories 
and photos from the South Amboy Explo-
sion of 1950.  In addition, they also loaned 
me some great photos of the good old days 
in South Amboy.  Another big thank you 
to Don “Mickey” Czok formerly of South 
Amboy/Sayreville, who sent some terrific 
sports photos from the ‘50’s   Thanks again!  
I greatly appreciate you sharing this, and our 
readers will benefit in the future. 
In Memoriam

Matthew Janas, 93, of Melrose died on 

continued on page 4

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This former South Amboy resident 

was elected West Virginia Educational Asso-
ciation president in 1998?  a.Mike Charmello 
b.Tom Lange c.Mary Babarchek

2.The Sayreville High School Junior-
Senior musical in ‘67?  a.A Hard Day’s 
Night b.Annie Get Your Gun c.Splendor 
In The Grass

3.President of Hoffman High’s Class 
of ‘35?  a.Robert Morriss b.Peter Pavich 
c.George Selover

4.In 2002, this person was hired as 
Sayreville’s business administrator?  a.Anna 
Kruschicki b.Joseph D’Arco c.Alex Pre-
vidi

5.This store opened in October 1997 at 
149 North Broadway, South Amboy?  a.Finer 
Things b.Toys Plus c.Broadway Variety

6.Chairman of the Sayreville Local 
Assistance Board  in ‘76?  a.George Zulin 
b.Joseph Keenan c.Mary Guilfoyle

7.How many members did the South 
Amboy-Sayreville Rotary have in 1996?  
a.12 b.67 c.93

8.Sayreville’s Mayor from 1964-67 
was?  a.John J. Cross b.William Chevalier 
c.Edward Fielek

9.St. Mary’s High School’s first memory 
book (like a yearbook) was published in?  
a.1941 b.1946 c.1960

10.Pastor of the Sayreville United 
Methodist Church in ‘79?  a.Rev. Ken-
neth Hummel b.Rev. Richard Gray c.Rev. 
Melanie Manno

11. Editor-In-Chief of the Sayreville 
High newspaper in 1967?  a.Dale Kurowsky 
b.Joan Gutkowski c.Clem Skarzynski

12.In ‘82, where was the Raritan Bay 
YMCA-South located in Sayreville?  a.Ernston 
Rd. b.Washington Rd. c.Route 9-South 

Answers
1b 2b 3a 4c 5c 6a 7a 8c 9b 10a 11b 

12b.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

South Amboy Foodtown
“Where Quality Rules”

Foodtown owner, Ed Paczkowski (c), goes over some paperwork with his sons Ed 
Jr. (l) and Frank (r).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Foodtown, at 611 Bor-
dentown Ave., has been serving the people 
of South Amboy and the surrounding 
areas for 79 years.  It began on October 
27, 1928, when Frank Paczkowski Sr., 
just out of his teens, opened Frank’s Meat 
Market at 629 Bordentown Ave.  Ensuing 
years, he purchased property at 611 Bor-
dentown Ave., and in 1931, married Helen 
Zyskowski.  He hired local contractors 
to build a store at the present location in 
1933.  When moving to the new location, 
it was renamed Frank’s Market with the 
slogan “Where Quality Rules.”  Expan-
sions to the store occurred in 1938, again 
in 1946, when Frank’s Market expanded 
to become a self-service superette, and 
in 1966, when it expanded to become a 
full scale supermarket renamed South 
Amboy Foodtown.  Frank Sr. passed away 
in 1973, and the business continued by 
his wife Helen and their children.  More 
expansions to the store occurred in 1978, 
1984, and 1998.  In 2002, Frank’s wife 
Helen passed away.

Since its inception in 1928, South 
Amboy Foodtown has been operated by 
the Frank and Helen Paczkowski family.  
Presently, South Amboy Foodtown is 
owned and operated by their son Ed and 
grandchildren Ed Jr., and Frank.  Even 
though a smaller supermarket, South 
Amboy Foodtown tries to give its cus-
tomers top quality foods at competitive 
prices, a good variety of product, and a 
friendly atmosphere.  The South Amboy 
Foodtown employees, most with many 
years of service, are customer friendly, 
and go out of their way to satisfy you.

South Amboy Foodtown also offers 
a home delivery service.  For information 
and instructions, visit www.foodtown.
com.  If you do not have access to a 
computer, you may still take advantage of 
the home delivery service by calling 732-
721-0277 for details.  Food certificates are 
also offered for charitable organizations 
and fund drives at a 5% discount.  Food-
town, at no cost to you, gives ten S&H 
Green Points for every dollar you spend, 
which can be redeemed for food items or 
some of the many products available in 
the Green Point catalog.

South Amboy Foodtown cares about 
the local community.  At Christmastime, 
Santa and Mrs. Claus pay their yearly 

visit to Foodtown so that your children 
can have their picture taken and have 
an opportunity to win one of many gifts 
raffled off by Santa before he leaves.  
Jerry Fallon and his banjo also add to 
that extra holiday cheer.  At Halloween, 
Foodtown offers their customers cider 
and snacks, and candy on Valentine’s 
Day.  You can find Foodtown helping 
many charitable, local organizations with 
their fundraising and even participating 
in local events.  Look for South Amboy 
Foodtown’s float in the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on March 8th.

Check out Foodtown’s departments 
for many extra specials.  George, the 
produce manager, will make to order, cus-
tom fruit and vegetable platters.  Eileen, 
the bakery manager, will bake specialty 
cakes and breads for your party needs.  
The meat department, which is known 
for choice, well-trimmed meats, will 
custom cut your order.  Frank, the meat 
manager, still makes Foodtown’s own 
home made fresh kielbasa and breakfast 
sausage, using the same recipe used by his 
grandfather, when he started the business 
back in 1928.  If you have any questions 
about meat cuts and cooking, just ask the 
meat department.  Susan, the Foodtown 
deli manager, will make cold cut platters 
and salads to your order.  Not only can 
you find many home made dishes ready to 
eat for your convenience, you can also ar-
range for quality catering for your special 
events in the deli department.  In addi-
tion to catering for your parties, be sure 
to check Foodtown’s liquor department 
for John’s weekly specials.  If you have 
any questions or comments, find Eddie, 
Nancy, Mike, or Ernie, the store managers, 
as they are always here to help.

South Amboy Foodtown continues 
to operate with the same values instilled 
by Frank Paczkowski Sr. at Frank’s Meat 
Market, when he opened his doors on 
Oct. 27, 1928.

“Where Quality Rules.”  Our Aim is 
to Please.  Friendliness, Cleanliness, and 
Your Satisfaction is a Must!

Remember, Foodtown, the friendly 
supermarket, is the place for all your 
shopping needs.

South Amboy Foodtown, 611 Bor-
dentown Ave., South Amboy.  Tel. 732-
721-0277; Fax-732-727-5899; e-mail: 
FT283@aol.com. 

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your 

love for God and Charity for His creatures, made 
you worthy, when on earth, to possess miraculous 
powers.  Miracles waited on your word, which you 
were ever ready to speak for those in trouble or 
anxiety.  Encouraged by this thought, I implore of you 
to obtain for me (request).  The answer to my prayer 
may require a miracle.  Even so, you are the Saint 
of Miracles.  O gentle and loving St. Anthony, whose 
heart was ever full of human sympathy, whisper my 
petition into the ears of Sweet Infant Jesus, who 
loved to be folded in your arms; and the gratitude of 
my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1963
The H.G. Hoffman High School Class of 

1963 just returned for its final year in Sep-
tember 1962, and was listening to song hits 
like “Sheila” by Tommy Roe, and “Sherry” 
by The 4 Seasons.  Halloween ‘62 had to 
have been a memorable one for this class, as 
Bobby “Boris” Pickett & The Crypt-Kickers 
now classic hit “The Monster Mash” flew 
right to #1 in the U.S.

The Class of ‘63 was one of the most 
exciting and celebrated in the school’s history.  
Who could forget that great, state champion-
ship basketball team that defied all odds, and 
under the brilliant coaching of the late and 
beloved Jim Croddick, became the darlings of 
the state by defeating a powerful Wood Ridge, 
56-54 in a thrilling overtime battle.  Banquets, 
awards and one of the best parades, thrown by 
the City of South Amboy followed, and gave 
all affiliated with the Governors, memories 
to last a lifetime.

The seniors on the now legendary basket-
ball champs were: John Lange, Ken Wahler, 
the late Manny Formoso, and the late Paul 
Nagy.  Pete Inman excelled in baseball, and 
was an All-State Group 1 First Team shortstop 

selection.  Believe it or not, it wasn’t all 
sports at old Harold G.

Cynthia Kurtz was president of the 
Student Council and also captain of the 
varsity cheerleaders.  Also on the Council 
were: Vice President-Christine DeAngelo, 
secretary-Ann Marie Stankowitz, treasurer-
James Sarno.  Everyone had a blast at the 
school play, “Time Out For Ginger.”  (Were 
you there?)  Diane Booth was Editor-in-Chief 
of the yearbook, which was dedicated to Mr. 
G. Woodrow Mangieri.  Senior Class officers 
were: President-Carol Nann, vice president-
Judy Gendlek, secretary-Jeanette Comstock, 
treasurer-Roger Mulrooney.

Faculty members other than the regulars 
such as Zdanewicz, Croddick, McCarthy, 
and Kovaleski, included William M. Kurtz, 
Barbara Kafes, Julie Saeler, Rosalie Triozzi, 
Muriel Sample, and Irene Skvarla.  Karen 
Bouchard was president of the Library 
Council.  Joyce Maxwell was president of 
the Honor Society, Jan Dobrzynski-vice 
president, Karen Seger-secretary, Barbara 
Holmes-treasurer.  

Can you match any of the following 
nicknames with the Class of ‘63?  Mumpsie, 
Red, Patches, Mort. 

Through the years, I’ve been fortunate to 
meet many of the 69 graduates of Hoffman’s 
Class of ‘63.  To name a few, I must men-
tion first and foremost, my cousin, Louise 
Burkard Roberts, who has had a highly suc-
cessful career in the modeling field.  Others 
I’ve known or met include Sandra McCook, 
Ray Ploskonka, Ed Schaber, Ruth Ritten-
house, Wayne Sturgis, Tom Treadway, Nancy 
Wortley, and of course most of the talented 
Hoffman athletes and cheerleaders.

Invitation: The Harold G. Hoffman 
1963 graduates and everyone is invited to 
the 45th Anniversary Reunion of the bas-
ketball championship team, which will be 
held on Saturday, March 1st at Sciortino’s 
Harbor Lights, 132 South Broadway, South 
Amboy, starting at 2:30 p.m.  Stop by and 
share your memories of a very special mo-
ment in South Amboy sports history, and for 
the Class of ‘63, those great school days at 
Old Harold G.!

NOTE: See the story of the ‘63 Cham-
pions on page 19.

A Tire For My Pillow
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2007

I once used a tire for my pillow
You may think this sounds quite crude

But comfortable it was
And merely because

Exhaustion I couldn’t elude.
A teenage trip to South Jersey

With dear Uncle Al and Aunt Fran
The Winnebago was hot

So I curled in a spot
Underneath the exterior fan.
A family day of exploring 

Hiking in the heat of the day
Made sleeping quite easy
‘Cuz my spot was breezy

And the tire pillow felt like hay.
I awoke to a refreshing morning

While others had not slept all nite
They were wilted like willows
Though they had soft pillows

But they gabbed thru the hours ‘til light.
I’ll never forget that hot weekend trip

The campground pool and the rest
How I used the truck bed

It’s spare tire ‘neath my head
And we all laughed ‘cuz I slept the best!

DEM Screening
The South Amboy Democratic Orga-

nization has announced that it will hold 
a screening for candidates for municipal 
office at the Organization’s March 13th 
meeting.  This year the City’s three Ward 
seats are up for election.  The incumbents 
are Democrats Russell Stillwagon in the 
First Ward, John Szatkowski in the Second 
Ward, and John F. O’Connell in the Third 
Ward.  Any candidate who is interested in 
seeking the Organizational endorsement 
for the June 3rd primary election must 
submit a letter of intent along with 20 
copies of his or her resume by February 
27th to SADO, 269 Second Street, South 
Amboy, NJ 08879.  Potential candidates 
must also submit a Petition of Nomination 
for Public Office with at least 25 signatures 
of registered Democrats eligible to vote in 
the City of South Amboy. (Petitions are 
available at either the Municipal or County 
Clerk’s office.)  The potential candidates 
will address the Organization’s members 
and then a brief question and answer period 
will follow. 

For more information contact the 
SADO Secretary at (732) 727-3076 or 
e-mail the Organization at SADEMS@
optonline.net

By Tom Burkard

Jan. 15.  He was owner/operator of 
Melrose Radiator and Melrose Auto Body for 
many years.  Clement G. “Spot” Hills, 92, of 
Sayreville died on Jan. 21.  He was founder 
of the Seagulls Men’s Club in Sayreville, 
and also Past Commodore of the Sayreville 
Marine Club. Madeline Coman, 87, of South 
Amboy died on Jan. 24.  She was an Admin-
istrative Secretary for the Sayreville Board 
of Education for 20 years before retiring in 
1980.  She was also a Eucharistic Minister 
at St. Mary Church, and a Caring Listener 
at St. Mary School.  Judith Gargiulo, 63, of 
Parlin died on Jan. 27.  She taught English 
as a second language and was a Speech 
Therapist for the Sayreville Board of Educa-
tion for 35 years.  Judith was also active in 

Talk Of The Towns
numerous church groups at St. Bernadette 
Church.  Jim Render, 49, of Raritan, died 
on Jan. 28.  He was a Past Commodore of 
the South Amboy Boat Club.  Margaret 
“Ruth” Biesiada, 84, of South Amboy died 
on Jan. 29. She was the cafeteria manager 
at Sacred Heart School during the 1960’s 
and 70’s.   Marie Jonap, 87, formerly of 
Sayreville/South Amboy died on Feb. 8.  
She was a very nice and caring lady, who 
was married to the late Dr. Stephan Jonap, 
who had his medical practice on Main St., 
South Amboy.  John Denuto, 66, of Parlin 
died on Feb. 19.  He coached baseball, 
softball and soccer as a volunteer for 20 
years.  May God bless them all!

continued from page 2
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A PHENOMENAL EASTER By Elaine Scott

The weather on Easter Sunday in 1961 
was sunny and cool, almost spring-like after 
a cold winter.  In the middle of the afternoon, 
Rosanne Cross and I were together, still 
wearing our new Easter clothes: dresses 
gathered at the waist, spring coats, one-inch 
Queen Ann heels, and straw hats looking like 
inverted flower pots on our heads.  At the 
age of 13, we had been eager to do some-
thing, anything at all.  Mechanicsville on 
that Easter Sunday afternoon, though, was 
like Sleepy Hollow, with no one else on the 
streets except us.  

With the hole-in-the-wall and the 
railroad tracks above it on one side, and 
another set of tracks, laid in a man-made 
ravine at the top, running parallel to Main 
Street, Sayreville, living in Mechanicsville 
had often given the feeling of being cut-off 
from the rest of the city.  Well, almost cut-
off, as everyone had known about the trestle.  
To all of us, the metal bridge spanning the 
railroad tracks was like a back entrance to 
Bergen Hill.  Located in “the place” forbid-
den for us to go, it was “the place” all of us 
had gone anyway.

As small children, we’d go to the edge 
of the field above Wilmont Street to climb 
or roll down the side of the high hill to get 
to the tracks.  Once at the bottom, we’d be 
in a deep pit, far below ground level.  To the 
right was the overpass while far to the left 
was the trestle.  There was an easier way of 
getting down, a narrow, tree-lined path at 
the top of Railroad Avenue. On that Easter 
Sunday, Rosanne and I decided to take the 
path; cross the trestle; then, take another little 
path leading to Bergen Hill.  Our “supposed” 
destination was Sacred Heart Church.

In 1961, churches were still left un-
locked so that people could go at any time 
to pray.  For us, praying had nothing to do 
with it, as our real purpose was to see if 
there were any kids around.  Making sure 
our one-inch heels didn’t get caught between 
the wooden planks of the trestle, we care-
fully made our way to Bergen Hill.  Once 
there, just as in Mechanicsville, the streets 
were deserted.

With disappointment, we opened the 
heavy door of Sacred Heart Church, a church 
both of our Polish great grandfathers had 
helped to build almost half a century before 
we were born.  Like the rest of our little world 

that day, the church was empty.  Pretending 
to pray, we started laughing uncontrollably 
instead.  Realizing we were committing a 
“deadly” mortal sin, we quickly left, still 
unable to stop laughing as the door shut 
behind us.

On our way home, we didn’t walk as 
fast or talk as much.  Our bright idea for 
excitement being a total failure, we dragged 
our feet towards the trestle.  That’s when it 
happened.  Appearing suddenly from the 
parched high weeds on the right side of the 
tracks, just a few feet in front of the trestle 
and about 10 feet ahead of us, a reddish ball 
of fire the size of a basketball bounced its 
way onto the tracks.  Paralyzed with fear, 
we had stood and watched in silence as it 
continued bouncing erratically, going about 
3 feet in the air as it did.  Almost unable to 
breathe, we were ready to run like the wind 
back to Bergen Hill if it had veered towards 
us.  Fortunately, the ball of fire bounced its 
way into the high weeds to the left of the 
tracks, totally disappearing from view. 

Rosanne and I began running at the same 
time, faster than we had ever run before.  As 
our feet hit the wooden planks of the trestle, 
the clattering sound of the boards reverber-
ating off the bridge’s metal sides filled our 
ears.  With our coats flapping against our 
legs, our hats bobbing up and down on our 
heads, and heedless of the scratches on our 
new shoes, we never slowed until we had 
made it up the path.   Being so scared by 
what we had seen in “the place” where we 
shouldn’t have been, we never told anyone, 
preferring to forget it had ever happened.  
Forty four years would pass before she and 
I would ever speak about it again.

Since then, I’ve learned that what we 
had seen that day is a phenomenon called 
Ball Lightning.  In all of recorded history, 
there have only been a little more than 10,000 
reported sightings.  The cause still remains 
a mystery as the theories are many, diverse, 
and unproven.  A few years ago while talking 
with Rosanne on the phone, I timidly asked, 
“Do you remember that Easter Sunday when 
we saw that ball of fire on the tracks?”  Like 
a gush of wind, her reply came, “OH, MY 
GOD!! YES, I DO!!” With those words, an 
invisible door had re-opened, leading us to 
the very Phenomenal Easter we had shared 
together on April 2, 1961.Gold medal winners of the first ever Landmark Tavern Beer Olympics, from left to right 

Jesse Holovacko, Jim Holovacko (best all around player)  Rob DeRosa and Mark Stolte.
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Former South Amboy resident, Christopher 
Richmond has been promoted to Senior 
Vice President and Head of Orbital Sciences 
Corporation’s Commercial Geosynchronous 
Satellite business unit.

Richmond Promoted To V.P./Head
Orbital Sciences (NYSE: ORB) has pro-

moted Christopher Richmond to the position 
of Senior Vice President and the new head of 
the company’s commercial geosynchronous 
(GEO) satellite business unit.

“I am very excited about having Chris 
in critical leadership roles in the satellite 
group, “ said Carl Marchetto, Orbital’s Ex-
ecutive Vice President and GM of its Space 
Systems Group.  “Chris has proven himself 
to be a highly capable executive with an ideal 
background for his new position.

Richmond was promoted from his role 
as Vice President of GEO Satellite Programs, 
which he held for the past 4 years.  In this 
role, he oversaw the technical, schedule and 
cost performance of all active GEO satellite 
programs.  Prior to this senior oversight role, 
he served as Program Manager for several 
communications satellite programs, high-
lighted by 3 Galaxy satellites Orbital built for 
PanAmSat, prior to its acquisition by Intelsat.  
Christopher’s background in the satellite 
industry also includes 10 years of service 
with Lockheed Martin Aerospace from 
1987-1996, where he was the Engineering 
Program Manager for the ChinaStar-1 and 
A2100 AX programs.  He holds a Masters 
and Bachelors degree in Mechanical Engi-
neering from Rutgers University.

Orbital’s commercial satellite business 
has experienced rapid growth over the past 
several years.  Including the 5 new orders the 
company has booked so far this year, it has 
10 commercial GEO spacecraft in various 
stages of design, production, and testing at its 
Dulles, VA satellite manufacturing facility.  
Two other spacecraft, Intlesat-11 and Optus 
D2, are now in Kourou, French Guiana, the 
site of their upcoming launch aboard an 
Ariane rocket in early Oct.  To accommodate 
this rapid rate of growth, earlier this year, 
Orbital completed an expansion of its satel-
lite manufacturing plant that, together with 
other facility improvements, has increased its 
manufacturing throughput capacity by over 
30% as compared to one year ago.

About Orbital
Orbital develops and manufactures small 

rockets and space systems for commercial, 
military and civil government customers.  
The company’s primary products are satel-
lites and launch vehicles, including low-orbit, 
geosynchronous-orbit and planetary space-
craft for communications, remote sensing, 
scientific and defense missions; ground-and 
air-launched rockets that deliver satellites 
into orbit; and missile defense systems that 
are used as interceptor and target vehicles.  
Orbital also offers space-related technical 
services to government agencies and devel-
ops and builds satellite-based transportation 
management systems for public transit agen-
cies and private fleet operators.

Christopher graduated from H.G. Hoff-
man High School in 1979, and is the son of 
Bruce and Anne Richmond of South Amboy.  
He currently resides in Walkersville, MD 
with his wife, the former Judith Pelczar 
of Sayreville, and their 2 sons, Scott and 
Tyler.

Trip To Broadway
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 

sponsoring a trip to see Mary Poppins at 
the New Amsterdam Theatre, Broadway on 
Wed., March 26- 2 p.m. show.  Bus leaves the 
Mickey Sedlak Rec Center at 12 noon.  Bus 
leaves N.Y. at 8 p.m.  Tickets are $110 per 
person and includes transportation and light 
refreshment.  Seats are located front mez-
zanine.  For info call 732-390-7092/7096.

Umpires Clinic
The N.J. State Federeation of Baseball 

Umpires will conduct its annual clinic at 
the Mickey Sedlak Recreation Building 
on Dolan Street, Sayreville on Feb. 26, 
28, March 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, and the 
examination will be held on March 27.  All 
classes on the dates listed will be held from 
7-9 p.m.  For more information call Mickey 
Sedlak at 732-254-1587 or Assistant Director 
Craig Yetman at 732-249-5126. 

Friday Fish Fry
South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 

is currently hosting a Fish Fry each 
Friday throughout Lent.  Dinners 
are served from 5-8 p.m. at the 
Lodge located at 610 Washington 
Ave., South Amboy.  For those with 
a preference, broiled fish will be 
served.  Bountiful salad bar and 
homemade desserts are included.  
Take out is also available.  For 
more info, call the Lodge at 732-
727-7170.

OLV Seniors
The OLV Senior Meeting will be held on 

Friday, March 7, 2008 at 1PM in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall. In celebration of St. Patrick’s 
Day this month, members are asked to wear 
something green or shamrocks.  Future trips 
will be discussed. Light refreshments will 
be served. Any questions, contact Teri at 
(732) 727-7639.
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Cub Scout Pack 91 held their annual Pinewood Derby Race on January 27, 2008. All the 
boys & their families had a great time racing the cars & rooting for each other. Pictured
are the boys & their trophies. Top row, Brandon Murphy, Brandon Gurgits, Richard Wood, 
John McCleery, Tyler Lees. Bottom row, Zachary Honimar, Jack Lukie, Justin Corman & 
Phillip Abromowitz. Not pictured Richard Crawford & Eric Kuhn.  Great job Boys!!!! If you are 
interested in joining Cub/Boy Scouts please feel free to contact Raymond Drill Scout/Cub 
Master at 732-952-2437.

On Teacher Appreciation Day, the St. Stan’s 8th Graders spent one hour teaching the lower 
grade students (under close teacher supervision of course).  In this picture, 8th graders 
Frances Massari and Erica Lo Buglio (standing) are helping 7th graders --from left--Tommy 
Malik, Rebecca DePreta and Nick Kides solve a crossword puzzle.

Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser

A Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser to benefit 
Allen and Doretta Skrynka in their fight 
against Cancer will be held at the South 
Amboy HS Cafeteria on Thursday, March 
13th from 5-8 p.m.  Donation is $8 for 
adults and $6 for children.  For tickets to 
this event, please contact Darren LaVigne 
732-525-5952 or 732-525-5942, or Toni 
732-525-5926.  The fundraiser is sponsored 
by SAND Resident Association and Friends 
of Allen and Doretta Skrynka. 

Sayreville Musician is #1
Last December, student musicians from 

throughout the central part of the state of 
New Jersey competed for placement in Re-
gion Band and Orchestra. For the first part 
of the audition, students had to demonstrate 
competency in scales and sight-reading. The 
next section involved the performance of a 
professional level classical solo. Sayreville 
H.S. senior Michael Squillace received the 
top score in the solo clarinet category. This 
year’s solo was the virtuosic Concertino 
by Carl Maria von Weber. He competed 
against over 105 other musicians throughout 
the central part of the state to earn his spot. 
Michael will be playing principal clarinet in 
the Central Jersey Region orchestra. 

Michael has been actively involved 
with the Sayreville music program as a 
saxophonist and clarinetist since the seventh 
grade. He was a member of the Sayreville 
Marching Unit from grades 7-10. Last year, 
he was a member of the N.J. All-State Sym-
phonic Band. Currently, he is enrolled in the 
Sayreville High School Concert Band, Jazz 
Ensemble, and Pit Orchestra. His future plans 
include studying music at the Mason Gross 
School of the Arts at Rutgers University.

The region Orchestra concert will be 
held at Watchung Hills Regional High School 
on January 26th at 7:30 PM. Tickets are 

available at the door for $5.00. The program 
will include:
•Bernstein: Symphonic Suite from West  
 Side Story 
•De Falla: Suite from Three Cornered  
 Hat
•Mascagni: Intermezzo form Cavalleria  
 Rusticana
•Strauss: Die Flaudermaus Overture
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Following the December meeting of Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes, Parlin, the ladies 
were served dinner by the Knights of Columbus.  The ladies then had a surprise visit from 
John “The biggest elf you’ve ever seen” Schnitzer, Joe “Cutie Claus” Crisaf, Don “Red 
Nose” Tafalowski, Charlie “Elf in training” Rutkowski, and Chaplain to the Columbiettes, 
Rev. Kenneth Murphy.  A great time was enjoyed by everyone!  (Photo and story submitted 
by Gail Olszewski)

Financial Aid Workshop 

Comedy Night-
March 1

The Mechanicsville Hose Co. #1 will 
sponsor a Comedy Night on March 1 from 
7-11 p.m. at the South Amboy Knights of 
Columbus #426, located on Fourth St. & 
Stevens Ave.  Tickets are $40 per person.  
For more info and tickets, call Bob at 908-
296-4254.

 On Tuesday, January 15, South Amboy 
High School held its annual Financial Aid 
Workshop for parents.  The entire process 
of applying to college can be overwhelm-
ing, and students and their families can 
be intimidated by the costs.  The evening 
event allowed parents and students the op-
portunity to learn about ways to help pay 
for college and offered guidance in filling 
out the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA).

 Approximately 40 students and adults 
attended the workshop, which was pre-
sented by Kristen Issaksen, a financial aid 
representative from Monmouth University.  
Ms. Issaksen’s PowerPoint presentation and 
handouts provided valuable information to 

families to help them navigate the sometimes 
“rough waters” of financial aid.  This was 
Ms. Issaksen’s second year as the presenter 
and we look forward to having her return 
again.  Several parents stayed afterward to 
ask more questions and express their grati-
tude for “such a helpful night.”
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Sister Esther Hernandez (r) was honored with a Mass at St. Mary Church, and reception 
for her 50th Anniversary as a nun.  Father Dennis Weezorak (l), Pastor of St. Mary Church 
congratulates Sister Esther. 

The Old Raritan Diner
By Tom Burkard

Senior Trip to 
Wildwood, New 
Jersey

The OLV Seniors are planning a five 
day/four night, bus trip to Wildwood, New 
Jersey from September 22-26, 2008. The 
cost of the trip is $399.00 per person. It 
includes accommodations in a Wildwood 
hotel with 4 full breakfasts and 4 dinners. 
Side trips included with the package are: AC 
Casino, Whale watching boat ride, visit to 
historic Cape May. For further information 
or to request a brochure call Jack or Ann at 
(732) 254-7263.

Wyzykowski To 
Coach 

Seton Hall tennis coach Greg Wyzy-
kowski has been named a coach for the 
“adidas Tennis Camp” to be held this sum-
mer. Wyzykowski will direct The Hun School 
camp, located in Princeton N.J., from July 
13-18, and July 20-25.

For more information please visit www.
tenniscamper.com.

The adidas Tennis Camps were devel-
oped to provide athletes an opportunity to 
become better tennis players in a fun, positive 
atmosphere. Our campers learn from the best 
coaches in the sport and leave tennis camp 
with confidence and a passion to enjoy the 
“sport of a lifetime.” Join us this summer 
for better tennis, new friends, and the best 
week of your summer!

One of South Amboy’s most famous 
and beloved landmarks of all-time, the 
Raritan Diner, which had been sitting va-
cant in a parking lot in upstate New York 
for a very long time, is now somewhere in 
Massachusetts.

The diner, which was owned by the 
well-respected Turback Family, formerly 
of our area, was sold to a Massachusetts 
gentleman, according to Michael Turback 
in a recent interview with The SA Times.  
He said that “The gentleman had a similar 
Mahoney style diner and it wasn’t enough.  
I’m not sure if he needed something from our 

diner for his, or he attempted to finance and 
develop it during a recessionary time.”  The 
sale of the Raritan Diner took place “quite 
awhile ago,” according to Turback.

I was a bit sorry to hear that it was no 
longer sitting idly in upstate New York. I 
often felt that the old Raritan Diner would 
have made a beautiful historical museum 
for the City of South Amboy. 

Match Locals & TV Shows
They Appeared On

By Tom Burkard

1.__I’ve Got A Secret a.Michelle Babbino

2.__American Gladiators b.Brian O’Connor

3.__Sale Of The Century c.Bailey Malik

4.__B.J. & The Bear d.Mary Lou Poulsen

5.__Wheel of Fortune e.Jamie Kovac

6.__$50,000 Pyramid f.Bill McAndrew

7.__The Joe Franklin Show g.Greg Evigan

8.__One Life To Live h.Cigus Vanni

9.__The Milton Berle Show i.Tony Gonsalves

10._The Ally McBeal Show j.Susan Ellison

11._The Guiding Light k.Nora Muchanic

12._Science Age l.Marco Marcello 

13._Jeopardy m.Jon Bon Jovi

14._As The World Turns n.Judy Kurowsky

15._Eyewitness News o.Albert Szatmary

16._Things I Hate About You p.John & Ed O’Brien

17._The Late Show With David Letterman q.Patrick O’Connor

18._The Ed Sullivan Show r.Jack McKeon

19._New York Rangers Commercial s.Betty Leveille

Answers
1f 2e 3d 4g 5j 6i 7b 8n 9l 10m 11a 12o 13h 14c 15k 16q 17r 18p 19s.
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St. Vincent de Paul celebrated with the seniors at Mc Carthy Towers in South Amboy and 
served them a spaghetti dinner in a ‘Just Because We Like You’ event. They try to celebrate 
with the seniors a few times a year, usually with a breakfast. This time they switched.. They 
really enjoyed themselves.

Cub Scout Pack 391 of South Amboy, held it’s annual Blue & Gold Dinner on Sunday 
February 17, 2008. The Raven Patrol who has won two first place overall ribbons in district 
Camporees and  Klondikes are ranked in the top 10 overall in the state of New Jersey for 
their scouting skills in fire building, first aid, knots, lashings, etc....received the Arrow of Light 
Award. The Arrow of Light award is the highest award received in Cub Scouting. Pictured 
here with their leaders (back row l-r) Tom & Deb Richter, (front row l-r) are Daniel Mace, 
Richie Feihl, Frankie Hareslak, Jesse Richter & Chris Schweikert. The boys graduated 
and are continuing their scouting adventure & have all joined Boy Scout Troop 91 of South 
Amboy, under the leadership of Scoutmaster Raymond Drill. Good Luck Raven Patrol and 
Best Wishes in your quest to become an Eagle Scout.

First Aid Selects Officers
The South Amboy First Aid and Safety 

Squad selected its following officers for 
2008.  Chosen were: President-William 
Parsons, Vice President-Thomas Parsons, 
Recording Sec.-Heather Parsons, Corre-
sponding Sec.-Jill Shackelton, Financial 
Sec.-Veronica Steiner, Treasurer-Roxanne 
Keegan, Trustees-Greg Barna, Gary Cot-
trell, Bridget Mader, Daniel J. Salmon and 
Jill Shackelton, Sergeant at Arms-Chris 
Norek.

Captain-Christopher Mader, Asst. 
Captain-Robert Sekerak, 1st Lieutenant-
Elizabeth Leveille, 2nd Lieutenant-Michael 
Pappas, 3rd Lieutenant-Steve Maslowski, 

and Instructor/Advisor-Lee G. Steiner.
Chief Driver-Daniel J. Salmon, 1st Asst. 

Driver-Thomas Parsons, 2nd Asst. Driver-
Robert Applegate, 3rd Asst. Driver-William 
Wern, and Chaplain-James T. Ryan.

New members are always welcome, stop 
in at headquarters on Main & Thompson 
Streets or call 732-721-1005 to obtain an 
application for Cadet (16-18), Regular or 
Associate.  The 2007 Fund Drive records 
indicate many residents have not yet re-
turned their tax deductible contributions.  
Please send them back ASAP, as these 
donations are extremely needed to offset 
Squad expenses.

Friends of the 
Sayreville Library 
Game Day

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will host a Mah Jongg Game Day 
on Sunday, March 9, 2008, from 1:30P.M to 
3:30P.M in the library conference room. The 
program is free and is open to experienced 
players as well as those who are interested 
in learning how to play. Mah Jongg sets and 
playing cards will be available for use by all 
participants. Any experienced players are 
asked to bring their mah jongg card. We will 
also be playing a new game called Apples to 
Apples.  Come enjoy a delightful afternoon 
learning these games. For further information 
call Barbara at (732) 727-1566.

Full Day Preschool 
Program Coming to 
OLV

Our Lady of Victories School, 36 Main 
Street, Sayreville has announced the Begin-
nings program for three-year-olds is now 
offering  full day classes for the 2008-2009 
school year. The class will run from 8:30 
AM to 2:30 PM, and a half day class from 
8:30AM to 11:30 AM is also available.  
The Pre-K for four-year-olds will continue 
to offer classes from 8:15 AM to 2:15 PM. 
Call the school office at 732-254-1676 for 
further information. Come see why OLV is 
the place to be!
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Cpl. James Pizzillo (r) presents an Iraqi 
police officer with a South Amboy Police 
patch.

South Amboy Police Patch In Iraq
It’s a popular custom in the law enforce-

ment community to exchange police patches.  
Most police departments have lavish displays 
of police patches from all over the country 
and some from foreign police departments.  
It’s not uncommon for a police officer going 
on vacation to bring an assortment of police 
patches along for trading purposes.

Cpl. James Pizzillo, USMC, son of 
retired South Amboy Police Chief Jerry 
Pizzillo, who is on his third deployment to 
Iraq, presented a South Amboy Police patch 
to an Iraqi police officer.  On this deployment, 
James’ unit, Weapons Co., 2nd Battalion, 8th 
Marine Regiment is living and patrolling 
with the local Iraqi Police.  Their basic duties 
are to patrol the streets of Ar Ramadi with 
their Iraqi counterparts, and try to restore 
order to that war torn city.  In a recent phone 
conversation with James, he said, “The Iraqi 
Police take charge of the situations, and the 
Marines are there for guidance and backup 
when needed.  The main job for Marines and 
Iraqi Police is to keep the insurgents on the 
move, and to send the message that the Iraqi 
people are tired of their activity and wish to 
work and live in peace.”  

After James presented the IP with the 
patch, the policeman was so moved by this 
gesture that he said he was going to hang 
it over his bed and look at it for inspiration 
to complete that job that is necessary in 
Iraq.  With this joint effort, the Iraqi people 
are becoming friendlier and open with the 
Marines.  Businesses are starting to reopen 
and the city is being cleaned up.

On James’ second deployment in 2007, 
his unit was assigned to Fallujah, where his 
unit did similar duty, patrol, weapon sweeps, 
and security details.  On one patrol in late 
Jan. 2007, James’ Humvee was blown up by 
a roadside bomb, causing injuries to him and 
his fellow Marines.  Upon return to the U.S., 
they were all presented with Purple Heart 
Medals for sustaining injuries in a combat 
zone.  Also, during that second tour of duty, 
James’ brother, Sgt. Thomas Pizzillo, USMC, 
who was assigned to Bravo Co., 2nd Recon 
Battalion, was also stationed in Fallujah.  On 
several occasions, the two brothers would 
meet.  Both stated that “It was nice to see 

my brother, it brought a little bit of home to 
a hostile land.”  Sgt. Pizzillo is preparing for 
his second deployment.  His unit is involved 
with the big push into Afghanistan.  The 
Marine Corps wants 3,200 Marines on the 
ground in Afghanistan by April 1st.

Everyone wishes both men the best of 
luck, Semper Fi, and God speed for a safe re-
turn to their families.  Please keep all service 
men and women in your prayers, whether 
at home or overseas.  It’s their sacrifice that 
gives us our freedom.  

Spring Programs
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 

currently holding registration for its Spring 
Programs.  The Programs offered will be: 
Little Kids Playtime at Kennedy Park-Ages 
3-5; and Little Chefs and All By Myself-Ages 
3-5; Mom & Me-Ages 12 months-35 months.  
Registration is being held now thru March 
26 at the Recreation Office-Mickey Sedlak 
Rec Center, Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
For more info call 732-390-7092.

South Amboy PBA 2008 Calendars have arrived! Members of Sacred Heart BSA Troop 95 
are pictured with Officer-In-Charge Patty Kanecke (c), after having distributed PBA calendars 
throughout our fine city. PBA Local #63’s annual drive helps fund programs with your kind 
generosity.   Pictured left to right;David Belenski, Brandon (Biscuit) Russell, Alex Scupp, 
Alex Fedorka, James Parse, Nick Bellanich, Robert Pulchny, Ralph Resignato and Frank 
Flagg.   Participating but not pictured, Jeff Bellanich, Mack Russell and Kenny Eib. (Story 
& Photo courtesy of Marty Ruszala, Scoutmaster Troop 95)
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Former South Amboy resident, Tricia 
Popowski holds her New Jersey Amateur 
Softball Association Hall of Fame plaque 
she received for her recent induction, which 
was held on Jan. 20th at Somerset Crown 
Plaza.

Tricia Popowski: One Of The Greatest 
Local Athletes Of All-Time 

By Tom Burkard

Tricia Popowski, who played a major 
role in the Hoffman Lady Guvs’ outstanding 
basketball and softball teams in the 1980’s, 
was recently honored by being inducted into 
the New Jersey Amateur Softball Association 
Hall of Fame in a ceremony held at Somerset 
Crown Plaza on Jan. 20th.

Popowski starred on Coach Reggie 
Carney’s legendary Hoffman girls’ bas-
ketball team that won 3 Group I NJ State 
Championships during her last 3 years in 
school from 1985-1987, and also captured 3 
Middlesex County titles.  Tricia is a member 
of the Purple & Gold’s elite 1,000 point 
scoring club, finishing with 1,111 points in 
her career.  The team finished with an unbe-
lievable (114-5) record during her 4 years on 
varsity, and was once ranked #1 in the nation 
by USA Today newspaper, and finished the 
season at #5.  Quite an accomplishment 
for a school with such a small enrollment!  
Popowski was a three-time All-Conference 
player, and in 1987 was 1st Team All-County, 
and 1st Team All-State All Groups.

She fared extremely well on the basket-
ball court, but on the softball diamond, was on 
a level way beyond most high school players.  
Although she’s been out of high school for 
over 20 years, her numerous records at Hoff-
man/South Amboy High School still stand far 
above and out of reach of any challengers.  
Popowski’s career marks of 38 home runs, 39 
triples, 37 doubles, 211 hits, 237 runs scored, 
236 RBI, and an unbelievable .603 batting 
average appear to be safe for many years 
to come.  As a junior in ‘86, she racked up 
an astonishing 80 RBI, which is still a state 
record, and also blasted 13 round-trippers.  
She finished her senior year in ‘87 with a 
sizzling .711 batting average.

Tricia led Coach Rich Klein’s Lady 
Guvs softball club to the 1985 Middlesex 
County championship, and the 1986 Group 
I NJ State title.  She was a four-time 1st 
Team All-County selection, and four-time 
All-Conference player.  From 1985-87, she 
was chosen to the NY Daily News All-Star 
team.  As a freshman, she was a 3rd Team 
All-State, All-Group choice, than progressed 
to the 2nd team as a soph.  In 1986 and 
1987, she made it to the 1st Team All-State, 
All-Groups in The Star Ledger.  She had 
the distinction of being chosen with the 
very elite to the Star Ledger’s All-Century 
Team, and as one of its Top 10 players of 
All-Time.  She was called “Easily the most 
decorated offensive player in state history,” 
according to The Star Ledger.  Tricia also 
was a fine soccer player on Coach Klein’s 
Lady Governors squad.

Following her illustrious high school 
athletic career, Tricia trekked to University 
of South Carolina, starring for (USC) from 
1988-91, and of course setting countless re-
cords on her way to an Division I All-Ameri-
can career.  She still owns the following USC 
records: Games player (season and career); 
doubles (season and career); triples (season 
and career); home runs (season and career); 
runs scored (season and career); RBI (career); 
hit by pitch (career); stolen bases (career); 
bases on balls (season and career).  

Popowski had the team’s highest slug-
ging percentage for all 4 seasons, and was 
also chosen the school’s Best Offensive 
Player for 4 years.  In ‘91, she was selected 
the University of South Carolina’s Best Fe-
male Athlete.  Tricia was a three-time NCAA 
Division I All-American: 1st Team in 1989 
and 1991, and 2nd Team in 1990.  She is 
currently the holder of the NCAA Division 
I career triples record.  Highly respected for 
her softball prowess, she was honored in 
1991, when Power Flight, a worldwide bat 
manufacturer produced and marketed two 
signature aluminum softball bats for her, the 
Tricia Popowski Model, which was purple, 
and “Scooter” Popowski Model, a blue one, 
which used her nickname.  

Tricia played outstanding softball in the 
Amateur Softball Association (ASA) from 
1985-95.  In two years with the Clark Wild-
cats, 1985-86, she blasted 8 home runs, and 
finished with a fine .368 batting average.  She 
was the ‘85 Rookie-of-the Year, as her team 
won the Garden State Games Championship 
in 1985 and 1986.  Popowski played for the 
powerhouse Budweiser Belles of Parsippany, 
NJ from 1987-91, turning in tremendous per-
formances during her 5 years with the Belles.  
Her softball career then shifted to Stamford, 
Connecticut, where she starred from 1992-
95 for one of the best softball teams in the 
nation, the Raybestos Brakettes club.  Tricia 
an ASA All-American selection, was a huge 
contributor in helping the Brakettes to the 
highly-coveted 1992 Women’s Major Fast 
Pitch National Championship.  Also in ‘92, 
she tied the ASA National Tournament record 
for most hits in a game, with 5.  Her 3-year 
career totals with Raybestos included a .369 
batting average, 102 RBI, 16 HR, 21 triples, 
21 doubles, 203 hits, 198 runs scored.  She 
holds the team record with 83 runs scored 
in one year.

Other great accomplishments on Tricia’s 
resume include being an ASA/USA National 
team member in 1993 at the International 
Cup, Haarlem, Holland, Gold Medal; 1993-
International Tournament, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma; 1994-International Tournament, 
Sydney, Australia, Gold Medal; 1994-Pan 
Americanos De Softbal Cup, Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, Gold Medal; 1995-Inter-
national Tournament, Columbus, Georgia, 
Gold Medal; 1995-Tricia was named as an 
alternate for the 1996 Olympic Team.  She 
was a two-time Olympic Festival participant 
at St. Louis, Missouri and Colorado Springs, 
Colorado.  

After working for quite some time at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Paterson, NJ, she 
taught Health and Physical Education at 
Montclair High School, where she got to 
use her abundant softball abilities and genius 
in the coaching field, doing an exemplary 
job.  She was the head softball coach there 
in 2002, 2003, and 2005, and was selected 
the Essex County Coach of the Year in ‘02 
and ‘05 by The Star Ledger.

Now residing in Freehold, she is married 
to Niel Palmieri, and they have 16-month 
old twin daughters, Ashley and Dakota 
“Cocoa.”

Tricia Popowski is one of the most 
talented all-around athletes in South Amboy 
history.  Her mind-boggling softball statistics 
are goals an average player couldn’t even 
dream of achieving.  Tricia’s accomplish-
ments at Hoffman High School, where she 
was All-Everything in softball and basket-
ball, were on an unreachable level far above 
other peers.  All of her focus shifted com-
pletely to softball at the University of South 
Carolina, where she was an All-American 
and set many school records, that still stand 
today.  After college, her softball road led her 
to stardom with some of the finest ASA Fast 
Pitch teams in the state, and eventually the 
Raybestos Brakettes, a national champion-
ship team.  Popowski got to see the world, 
playing all over the globe with ASA/USA 
National teams, and was selected as an 
alternate for the 1996 Olympic team.  She 
has also fared exceptionally well as a head 
softball coach on the high school level.   

Tricia Popowski was truly a gifted ath-
lete, who worked very hard, kept improving, 
and utilized all of her abilities to the hilt.
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Rainmaker-This fabulous rock band has an excellent CD out, “The Wreck of the Powhattan 
and Other Tales.”  They can be seen performing occasionally at Todd’s Dugout in South 
Amboy.

Rainmaker CD 
Review

By Phil Rainone
Within a few moments of listening to 

Rainmaker’s CD “The Wreck Of The Pow-
hatan And Other Tales” you’re hit with loud 
guitars rushing ahead at full speed, and the 
gritty vocals of the lead singer. They have a 
sound that is full, fast, and yet heartfelt, and 
oozing with melodies! You’ll even find little 
musical nods towards acoustic folk music, 
as they cover Simon & Garfunkel’s “The 
Sounds of Silence.” Even though this disc is 
pretty much a demo, you can hear a fullness 
and more involved sound in their lyrics. 

Rainmaker combines 70’s progressive 
rock aesthetics with shiny hooks on tunes 
like “Drive All Night.” It takes a few listens 
to get into the album, but it’s well worth 
the wait. 

There are a number of nice touches 
weaved in and out, such as the chimming 
guitars in “My Blood,” and the juxtaposition 
of relationship issues in songs like “Child-
hoods End,” or “Question Mark Song.” 

What’s missing though is a little 
‘something new,’ something you haven’t 
heard before.

Rainmaker has made a promising and 
memorable demo. I think their live shows, 
like when they play at Todd’s Dugout & 
Sports Cafe are like liquid lightning! If 
the can bottle that energy and freshness, 
letting these songs breathe a little more in 
a finished studio album, they may just find 
that ‘something new.’ But that’s what demos 
are for, and this one shows a multitude of 
possibilities!

NEW MUSIC
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music-DJ  732-316-9447
Van Morrison- Back on Top- 1999/ 

Avalon Sunset- 1989/  A Sense of Wonder- 
1984  (Exile/ Universal)

These 3 reissues are part of a series of 
Van (the Man) Morrison’s early albums that 
are finally getting the star treatment he fully 
deserves. Morrison always made it sound so 
easy and effortless when it came to his music. 
He could play the roll of rock ‘n roller, like 
with his first band Them, than turn around and 
be the passionate poet, or singer songwriter. 
In the 80’s & 90’s he gained more wisdom, 
revealing how compassionate he was, and 
how much he loved life, God, and his place 
in the world. When singles like, “A Sense 
of Wonder,” and “Back on Top” crashed 
the mainstream, Van realized he liked it up 
there, and decided to play around with soul, 
R&B, rock, and Celtic, creating some of the 
hottest grooves, without sacrificing his heart 
and soul producing a string of Top 40 songs. 
At times, richly orchestrated, and delicately 
revolutionary these albums are regarded as 
one of the unmatched achievements of the 
recording studio. Not mere nostalgia, but 
even with the weight of history, these beloved 
classics shed a warm light on the music he 
shared with the world. On all 3 discs, Mor-
rison sounds healed, but in his heart, he can 
finally let back in the love he gave us.

Hearing the alternate takes that are 
included in each album, such as “Wherever 
God Shines His Light,” or “A Sense of Won-
der,” it’s like reading the first draft of the ten 
Commandments. Hopefully they’ll reissue 
the rest of Van Morrison’s extensive catalog 
with the same high quality results!

Rainmaker Rocks

#1 Pop Hits On Feb. 
29th
2003-All I Have-Jennifer Lopez/
LL Cool J
1990-Opposites Attract-Paula Abdul/
The Wild Pair
1985-Careless Whisper-Wham/
George Michael
1978-Stayin’ Alive-The Bee Gees
1963-Hey Paula-Paul & Paula
1955-Sincerely-The McGuire Sisters
1941-I Hear A Rhapsody
1932-My Silent Love

#1 Country Hits On 
Feb. 29th
1993-What Part of No-Lorrie Morgan

1980-Years-Barbara Mandrell

1977-Say You’ll Stay-Tom Jones

1966-Waitin’ In Your Welfare Line-Buck 

Owens

1954-Wake Up, Irene-Hank Thompson

1946-Guitar Polka-Al Dexter 

Billboard’s Number 
Ones
Singles & Albums
(For the year)
40 Years Ago
1968-Single: Hey Jude-The Beatles; Al-
bum: The Graduate Soundtrack-Simon & 
Garfunkel.
35 Years Ago
1973-Single: Killing Me Softly With His 
Song-Roberta Flack; Album: Goodbye Yel-
low Brick Road-Elton John.
30 Years Ago
1978-Single: Night Fever-The Bee Gees; 
Album: Saturday Night Fever Soundtrack-
The Bee Gees.
25 Years Ago
1983-Single: Every Breath You Take-The 
Police; Album: Thriller-Michael Jackson.
20 Years Ago
1988-Single: Roll With It-Steve Winwood; 
Album: Faith-George Michael.
15 Years Ago
1993-Single: Dreamlover-Mariah Carey; 
Album-Musicbox-Mariah Carey.

Founded in 1997, Rainmaker is com-
prised of South Amboy’s Tony Anderson 
on drums, Sayreville’s Jason Read on bass, 
Jon Ballek on boards, and John D. O’Brien 
on guitar.  Anderson, Ballek and O’Brien 
had performed and previously recorded in 
various other bands, including an earlier 
incarnation of the band with slightly different 
personnel.  Read joined the group in 2005 and 
shares lead vocal duties with O’Brien.  

Rainmaker’s sound is best described 
as late 90’s style hard rock, with occasional 
nods to other genres including acoustic folk, 
blues rock, and heavy metal.  The influ-
ence of classic bands like Led Zeppelin, 
Deep Purple, and Pink Floyd along with 
that of more recent artists like Pearl Jam 
and Metallica runs through much of their 
music.  Rainmaker’s original 12-song album 
“The Wreck of the Powhattan and Other 

Tales” was completed in 1999.  In the past 
they have performed as the opening band 
for various national acts, and their music 
has been featured on local radio stations.  
Rainmaker’s live performances are energetic 
and entertaining, and the same passion which 
imbues their original music is on display 
on the stage.  Rainmaker also performs as 
a cover band, playing everything from Led 
Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, and The Ramones, 
right up to more recent bands like Fallout 
Boy, Velvet Revolver, and Buckcherry to 
name a few.

Music Trivia 
Cities, States-Part 1

By Tom Burkard

1.__California Sun a.Chicago
2.__Arizona b.Johnny Horton
3.__New York, New York c.The Rivieras
4.__Memphis d.Glen Campbell
5.__Allentown e.Mark Lindsay
6.__Battle of New Orleans f.Frank Sinatra
7.__Jersey Girl g.The Everly Brothers
8.__Bowling Green h.The Beach Boys
9.__By The Time I Get To Phoenix j.Billy Joel
10._California Girls k.The Ad-Libs
11._The Boy From New York City l.Johnny Rivers
12._Nashville Cats m.Bruce Springsteen
13._Detroit City n.The Lovin’ Spoonful
14._Wildwood Days o.Bobby Rydell
15._Another Rainy Day In New York City p.Tom Jones

Answers
1c 2e 3f 4l 5j 6b 7m 8g 9d 10h 11k 12n 13p 14o 15a.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times February �9, �008   1�



18   February �9, �008 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Cardinal McCarrick High School
Rules County Basketball

By Tom Burkard

On Sunday, February 24th, the Cardinal McCarrick High School boys and girls varsity basketball teams 
overcame all obstacles to capture the elusive GMCT Championships.  In two of the most exciting games in 
tournament history, the Eagles and Lady Eagles made the local communities very proud by bringing the titles 
back to South Amboy.

The girls played the first game, against top-seeded Piscataway, and it was an all-out war from start to finish.  
Piscataway led 14-10 in the first quarter, and upped its lead to 26-21 at halftime.  Coach Lynn Ust’s talented cag-
ers then went to work in the third stanza, to take a 36-32 lead at the buzzer.

Piscataway held a 49-47 lead in the fourth quarter, when Chrissy Keir drilled in a 16-footer as time ran out in 
regulation, to send the contest into overtime.  The place went wild, as everyone thought it was a game-winning 
3-pointer, but the officials ruled it was a 2-pointer.  The Chiefs took a 59-55 lead with only 0:32 left, and CM had 
their backs to the wall.  Jessica Hartland nailed a 3-pointer with 0:28 to go, making it 59-58 Piscataway.  The 
lead went up to 61-58 on two good free throws with 0:08 showing on the clock.  Freshman guard Jen Shereyka 
let loose with a long 3-point bomb that swished through the net to beat the buzzer and tie the game at 61-61, 
forcing a second OT.

Cardinal McCarrick’s faithful fans were on the edge of their seats, especially in the second OT, when it played 
without its top 3 scorers in the game, Keir, Lauren Zarantonello and Jacinda Dunbar, plus 6th man, Sydney Ransom, 
all who left via the foul route.  With one starter left, freshman Olivia Gorczynski, and three other freshmen, the 
determined school from South Amboy stayed toe-to-toe with the more experienced Piscataway contingent.  The 
Chiefs took a 67-65 lead with 0:06 seconds left, when the talented and poised Shereyka cut loose from 3-point 
land with one of the most clutch baskets in history, to give the Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles a thrilling 69-67 
victory, marking the first GMCT crown for the girls.

Tourney MVP, Lauren Zarantanello scored 13 points and 12 rebounds, and was also selected for the All-
Tourney team, along with talented frosh, Olivia Gorczynski who tossed in 10 points.  Jacinda Dunbar scored 12 
and ripped 12 rebounds.   Chrissy Keir was top scorer with 18 points, making 10-for-11 on the foul line.

The boys championship game followed, and the Eagles jumped off to a 17-14 first quarter lead, as Mike 
Burwell hit his first 6 shots for 14 points.   McCarrick held a pretty comfortable 31-20 lead at intermission, as 
Burwell matched the Falcons total.  The St. Joseph team was not to be denied, and fiercely 
battled back to tie the game at 40-40 after three stanzas.  Burwell went to the bench with his 
fourth foul late in the frame, and sat for 3 minutes at the start of the fourth. Burwell, who 
leads the county in scoring fouled out with 3:46 left in the game, and the Eagles trailing, 
46-45.  The determined Blue & Gold of Coach Joe Lewis, fought on, and led by the inspired 
play of Julio Rosario, came back to overcome a 49-45 deficit with 2:20 left.  The red-hot 
Rosario pumped in 8 consecutive points, to give McCarrick a 53-49 lead with 0:26 remain-
ing.  The talented and feisty Falcons hung in right until the end, and with the score 54-52, 
Rosario connected on 2 free throws to ice Coach Lewis’ second GMCT championship, by 
a 56-52 count.  Tourney MVP Mike Burwell topped the scoring parade with 23 points, and 
9 rebounds, and was an All-Tourney team selection along with Julio Rosario, who finished 
with 21 points. 

The championship teams were met by a police escort when their buses came into South 
Amboy, and with sirens wailing and dome lights flashing, were taken through town to the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH Hall) for a victory celebration.

Congratulations go out to Coach Lynn Ust, Coach Joe Lewis, and the boys and girls 
teams on their tremendous accomplishments!  You are true champions! 
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School Sports (As of Feb. 17)  

By Tom Burkard
Boys Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (20-4) Coach Joe 
Lewis’ Eagles recently lost their first game 
in 2008, as a powerful Union snapped a 
17-game winning streak, 51-47.  The streak 
was possibly the longest in the school’s his-
tory.  McCarrick is co-champion of the Blue 
Division with Bishop Ahr, both finishing 
(13-1).  6-5 senior standout, Mike Burwell 
is #1 in the county with 654 points, a 27.2 
avg., and also 53, 3-point field goals and 
Julio Rosario, 347 points (#7 in the county), 
14.4 avg. (#10 in county) are the Eagles’ big 
guns.  The team is ranked #18 in the state in 
the Gannett Top 20 poll.

South Amboy (15-5) The Gold Division 
champs (8-0) are easily one of the greatest 
teams in Coach George Krzyzanowski’s 
career at the helm.  The two top stars on the 
Guvs are Mark Simko with 394 points (#3 in 
the county), and a 24.6 avg. (#2 in the county).  
Also contributing are Colin Krzyzanowski 
and soph, Joe Charmello.

Sayreville (17-7) Coach Shawn Currie’s 
Bombers have had an impressive season 
so far.  Leading the scoring parade are 
Ricky Harding, Chris Matagrano and Paul 
DeLaCosta.
Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (21-2) Coach Lynn 
Ust has turned in another fabulous job with 
the undefeated (16-0) Blue Division cham-
pions.  Leading the Lady Eagles’ balanced 
scoring attack is Jacinda Dunbar 12.3 avg., 
Lauren Zarantonello 10.9, and Chrissy Keir 
10.1.  Freshman phenom, Olivia Gorczynski 
has become a starter and scored 20 and 22 
points in back-to-back GMCT games. 

South Amboy (11-8) The Lady Guvs 
have played well throughout the season, 
winning the Gold Division title with a per-
fect (12-0) record.  Katey Charmello leads 
the Purple & Gold offense with 340 points 
(#9 in the county), a 17.9 avg. (#3 in the 
county), and 38, 3-point field goals ( #2 in 
the county).

Sayreville (11-12) Jessica Kitrys is 
the Bombers top scorer with 325 points, 
14.1 avg., and also the leading rebounder.  
Cheyenne Grant has also turned in some 
big games.
Wrestling

Sayreville (23-2)-This club keeps get-
ting better if that’s possible.  The Bombers 
should go down as the greatest wrestling 
team in Sayreville history.  Records: Kyle 
Anderson (16-4), Dan Bergfeldt (13-7), 
Noel Santiago (16-4), Pat Ronan (14-3), 
Nick Boulton 

(12-8), John Boulton (16-3), Ramon 
Santiago (19-1), Mike Deluco (17-2), Jared 
Christensen (14-6) Mike Knight (11-1), 
Brian Miskiewicz (13-7), Manny Santiago 

(15-5).
Boys Bowling

Sayreville (19-1-1) The GMCT cham-
pions!  What can you say?  This team is 
loaded with talent.  Brian Nicholas, Camryn 
Nieves, Matt Walczak, Marcin Golebiowski 
are usually the top bowlers. 

Cardinal McCarrick (10-4) Brian Hentz 
and Chris DeGeorge are the top bowlers 
on the Eagles outstanding championship 
team.

South Amboy (2-9) Eric Oppenheimer 
is the #1 bowler on the Guvs, followed by 
Donatas Zvirblis and Dave Tucka.
Girls Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (8-4-2) Nicole 
Baginsky is one of the best bowlers in the 
county.

Sayreville (8-7-2) The Bombers top 
bowlers are Stephanie Bisaha, Kristin 
Olesky, Katie Cavanaugh, and Carol Shar-
rouf.

South Amboy (0-11) Lynn Bloodgood 
and Alexa Hess are the top two bowlers 
for SA.
Boys Swimming

Sayreville (0-6) GMC champion, Alex 
Ratajczyk is perhaps the greatest boys swim-
mer in school history.  Others having a fine 
years include: Rob Masterson, Ryan Behr, 
Justin Calamorie, 
Girls Swimming

Sayreville (1-5) GMC champion, 

Maureen McKenna and her sister Shannon 
McKenna are having huge seasons.  Also 
contributing are Rachel Lutz, and Dana 
Quinn. 
GMCT Bowling

Boys
1st Round
Cardinal McCarrick 2 JFK 0-Chris 

DeGeorge topped the Eagles rolling 202-
244--446.

Sayreville 2 Carteret 0-Marcin Golebio-
wski turned in a fine 258-226--484.

1/4 Finals
Sayreville 2 Old Bridge 0-Golebiowski 

was terrific with a 217-233--450 showing.
Woodbridge 2 Cardinal McCarrick 0-

Brian Hentz excelled against the top ranked 
Barrons with a 259-435 performance.

Semifinals
Sayreville won over Woodbridge
Championship
Sayreville 2 Edison 1-Brian Nicholas 

came through with a big 223 to lead the 
Bombers to the county title.  Camryn Nieves 
had the high series with 688, followed by 
Nicholas 677 and Marcin Wasielewski 
667.

Girls
1st Round
Edison 2 Sayreville 0-Stephanie Bisaha 

paced the Bombers with a 363.
Mother Seton 2 Cardinal McCarrick 

1-Nicole Baginsky was superb in defeat 
racking up a 220-213--604.

GMCT Basketball
Boys
1st Round
Sayreville 53 East Brunswick 45-Chris 

Matagrano scored 22 points and Ricky Hard-
ing 20 to lead the Bombers.

2nd Round
South Amboy 88 Monroe 74-Mark 

Simko scored 29 points, Larry Lenahan 
tossed in 20 points and grabbed 12 rebounds, 
Joe Charmello added 20 points, and Steve 
Poltritzky had 13 points and 11 rebounds.

Cardinal McCarrick 65 South Plainfield 
42-Mike Burwell led the way with 19 points 
and Julio Rosario added 15.

Carteret 64 Sayreville 46-Matagrano 
burned the nets for 20 tallies.

Quarterfinals
Cardinal McCarrick 82 South Amboy 

61-The Eagles’ Burwell led all scorers with 
25 points.  His teammate Rosario added 24, 
Sean Williams 13, and Branten Widgeon 12 
to lead CM.  Simko topped the SA scoring 
parade with 17 points.  Charmello scored 
16, and Lenahan 15 for SA.

Semifinals
Cardinal McCarrick 58 Colonia 42-

Burwell paced the Eagles again with 30 
points and 15 rebounds.  Rosario chipped 
in with 17 points.  

Girls
1st Round
Sayreville 49 Old Bridge 41-Jessica 

Kitrys pumped in 18 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds.  Cheyenne Grant scored 10 points 
and Heather Roy 9 for the Bombers.

2nd Round
New Brunswick 63 Sayreville 35-Kitrys 

tossed in 18 points and Grant 11.
Bishop Ahr 76 South Amboy 51-Katey 

Charmello copped game scoring honors 
with 24 points, and Lindsay Polak added 
11 for SA. 

Cardinal McCarrick 75 North Bruns-
wick 46-Freshman phenom, Olivia Gorc-
zynski poured in a career-high of 20 points, 
and Jacinda Dunbar also got 20 for the Lady 
Eagles.

Quarterfinals
Cardinal McCarrick 79 Colonia 41- 

Gorczynski burned the nets for 22 points, 
Lauren Zarantonello scored 14 and Dunbar 
added 13.

Semifinals
Cardinal McCarrick 47 New Brunswick 

40-Gorczynski continued her torrid scoring 
by netting 20 points, and Lauren Zarantonello 
hit for 15.
NJSIAA State Tourney

Wrestling
North Jersey 2 Group III 

Semis
Sayreville 60 Scotch Plains-Fanwood 

15-Mike Knight (189) scored the quickest 
pin for the Bombers in 0:34 seconds to key 
the victory for his team, now (22-2) with 18 
consecutive victories.

Championship
Sayreville 47 Montgomery 9-The 

Bombers brought the first-ever sectional 
title to the school.  Winning matches were: 
Dan Bergfeldt, Pat Ronan, Nick Boulton, 
John Boulton, Ramon Santiago, Mike De-
luco, Mike Knight, Jared Christensen, Rhett 
Fischer, Manny Santiago.

State Group III Semifinals
Sayreville 28 Ocean Twp. 25-189-

pounder, Rhett Fischer huge 8-5 decision 
over Scott Weldon broke a 25-25 tie to give 
the Bombers the big “W.”

State Group III Final
High Point 63 Sayreville 3-The Bomb-

ers fell in the title tilt to #1 ranked in the 
state and #37 in the nation, High Point. 
Sayreville appeared drained both physically 
and mentally from their tough semi-final 
victory over Ocean Twp. earlier in the day.  
The Blue & Gray trailed 60-0 at one point, 
and Knight’s 8-1 decision over Trevor Pa-
penmeir was their only victory against this 
wrestling machine.

Eagles Top Guvs
Ranked #18 in the state, Cardinal Mc-

Carrick, who was also the #1 seed in the 
GMCT, had a huge fight on its hands for 
more than half the game, as cross-town 
rival, South Amboy played its heart out, but 
fell, 82-61.  Coach George Krzyzanowski’s 
charges came to Middlesex County College 
gym ready, and after the first quarter, the score 
was tied at 15-15.  The spunky Guvs stayed 
right with the mighty Eagles, and trailed by 
a 41-39 count at halftime.  

The Eagles went on a scoring rampage 
with 4:10 left in the third quarter, when 
they led by 3.   The McCarrick powerhouse 
basketball club went to work, and outscored 
SA, 13-2, as the county’s top scorer, Mike 
Burwell accounted for 11 points, and brought 
the score to 61-47 with 1:20 left in the third 
stanza.  The Eagles outscored SA, 19-10 in 
the last quarter.  

Burwell copped scoring honors with 25 
points and also grabbed 9 rebounds.  Julio 
Rosario added 24, and teammates Sean Wil-
liams 13, and Branten Widgeon 11 points and 
8 rebounds for the Augusta Street school.  
Mark Simko, the county’s #2 scorer led 
the Purple & Gold with 17 points, and was 
closely followed by sophomore sensation Joe 
Charmello with 16, and senior strongman, 
Larry Lenahan who pumped in 15 and ripped 
8 rebounds.  Colin Krzyzanowski tossed in 
8 points, and was hustling all-over the court 
throughout the contest.  Steve Poltritzky also 
was tough under the boards.

Coach Krzyzanowski will be step-
ping down this season after 29 years as 
varsity coach, and the game marked the 
final meeting between his Guvs and Coach 
Joe Lewis’ Eagles.  Lewis was a star guard 
for Krzyzanowski’s Hoffman club in the 
1980’s.  Another interesting note is that 
Krzyzanowski’s son Colin played for his 
team this year, as did Joe Charmello, who 
happens to be the son of Nick Charmello, 
who starred with George on St. Mary’s in 
the early 70’s.  Nick’s daughter Katey, is 
also a star all-around athlete, who scored 
her 1,000 point last year.

This was the first meeting between the 
two schools since 2005, when McCarrick 
blasted SA, 82-50 in a 1st round GMCT 
game.  

Same Score, Same 
Night!

What are the odds for the same school’s 
boys’ varsity and girls varsity basketball 
teams winning by the same exact score?  
Well, believe it or not, on Jan. 19th, the 
Sayreville boys team defeated Old Bridge, 
58-55, and the Bomber girls also topped Old 
Bridge by the same 58-55 final score!  This 
rarity is nothing short of being incredible!

In the boys game, Harding led the 
way with 23 points, and Matagrano scored 
13 points and ripped 14 rebounds.  Jackie 
Ciak paced the girls with 17 points and 12 
rebounds.  Roy grabbed 10 rebounds, and 
Kelly Seaman poured in 8 points in the 
fourth quarter. 

Hentz High Game In 
States

Cardinal McCarrick’s Brian Hentz 
rolled a 290, the highest game in the boys NJ-
SIAA Individual Tournament of Champions.  
He finished 14th overall in the competition.  
Congratulations, Brian! 

Rosario Leads 
Team

Vince Rosario, Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s All-Time scoring king is having a 
super freshman year at Stonehill College.  
As a reserve guard, he is still leading the 
team in 3-point field goals with 58.  The 
future certainly looks bright for this former 
Eagle.

Brian Hentz
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Vince Rosario
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine

Glory Days In 
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1977-This talented Sayreville Bombers girls basketball team featured the greatest female 
athlete in the school’s history, Rhonda Rompola.  Pictured top (l-r) Coach Sunski, Cathy 
Connors, Rompola, Barbara Hansell, Debbie Spitzer, Sue Klein, Sue Malaspina.  Bottom 
row (l-r) Barbara Hennessey, Gayle Grankowski, Candy Zollinger, Karen Anderson, Mona 
Hickson.  (Photo courtesy of Jane Wortley)

Rompola Wins 300th
Rhonda Rompola, who played her 

schoolgirl sports at Sayreville War Memo-
rial High School in the late 1970’s, where 
she rewrote almost every school record, 
recently achieved a truly remarkable 
milestone, by winning her 300th game 
as head basketball coach of the Southern 
Methodist University women’s basketball 
team Lady Mustangs.

SMU presented Rompola with the big 
“W” by pounding Southern Mississippi, 
85-72, in a home game played in Dallas.

Rompola received many honors 
for the momentous occasion including 
a special trophy, a custom-made SMU 
jersey with her name and number 300 on 
the back.  The president of the University 
also praised his school’s outstanding 
coach at the special ceremony during the 
SMU-Tulsa game at Dallas.

Rhonda, a 1978 Sayreville War Me-
morial HS graduate, is the best all-around 
female athlete in Sayreville history.  She 
set numerous records in basketball and 
softball, most still existing today.  Rompo-
la finished her high school hoops career 
as the Bombers #1 scorer in history with 
1,606 points, best scoring average 21.7, 
and also the top rebounder with 1,060, 
most steals-311, and most assists-344.

She continues to excel at coaching 
on the college level at SMU.  Now in 
her 17th year as head coach, she has a 
record of (300-192, .609) which includes 
back-to-back 20-win seasons in 1999 and 
2000, and has taken SMU to 6 Division 
I NCAA Tournaments and 4 WNIT’s.  
Congratulations, Rhonda! 

1944-St. Mary’s beat St. 
Mary’s Perth Amboy, 33-27, as 
John “Jinx” Dowling tossed in 
12 points and Reggie Carney 10.  
1957-The Sayreville football team 

shocked South River, 21-7, as 
Tommy Michaels broke loose 
for 3 touchdowns.  1969-The 

Eagles’ boys cross country team flew by 
Pope Pius, 15-43.  SM took the top 5 slots: 
1-Allan Neidermeyer 2-Rich Therkelsen 
3-Jim Shannon 4-Kevin O’Connor 5-Andy 
Liyana. 1971-Hoffman’s boys basketball 
team hammered Highland Park, 86-53.  Jim 
Croddick led the way with 24 points.  He was 
followed by Gary Lange 17, Danny Paone 
17 and Tom “Chet” Wortley 11.  1981-The 
Hoffman boys soccer club nipped Ranney 
Prep, 3-2 on a clutch game-winning shot 
by Joe Przybylski.  Glenn Vona and Kenny 
Krasowski also scored for the Guvs.  1998-
Sayreville boys eliminated Bishop Ahr in 
the 2nd round of the GMCT, 76-59.  Leland 
Norris led the way with 30 points, followed 
by Marcin Ziobron with 19 and Rafi Hargrove 
10 points.  2002-Sayreville girls basketball 
team belted JFK, 70-52.  Sarah Dovidauskas 
pumped in 18 points, and Danielle Vargas 
scored 14.

Sport-Basketball
Year-1980
Teams-Sayreville (17-4) vs. Hoff-

man (10-9)
Recap-The powerful and fired-up Sayre-

ville Bombers jumped out to a fast 20-10 first 
quarter lead, and built it to 40-20 at halftime.  
The Guvs gave it their best shot, but after 
three, trailed by a 56-34 margin.  Sayreville 
went on a last quarter rampage, outscoring 
the Purple & Gold 25-10, to capture the 
81-44 blowout.   The Blue & Gray’s Ralph 
Novak led all scorers with 23 points, while 
teammates John Tarnacki tossed in 15, Dan 
Ogborne 13 and Callahan 10.  John Dragotta 
turned in an excellent performance for the 
John St. squad by firing in 20 points.  Bob 
Aucone also hit double figures for the Guvs 
with 10 points.
MVP-Ralph Novak.
Boxscore:
Sayreville 81
Novak 23 Tarnacki 15 Ogborne 13 Callahan 
10 Garbowski 7 Tevis 5 Lazo 4 Klanow 4.
Hoffman 44
Dragotta 20 Aucone 10 Marty Veilleux 8 
Mulligan 6 Smith 0.  

Peterson Scored 
1,199 Points

Former South Amboy High School all-
around sports great, Kim Peterson finished 
her brilliant basketball with 1,199 points.  A 
special thank you goes out to one of The SA 
Times faithful readers who knew Kim’s exact 
number of points, and called the office to fill 
us in on the total.   This will help future sports 
historians for many years to come.

Hospidor Stars In 
Florida

Morgan’s Bob “Hossie” Hospidor, on 
his annual softball tour in Florida, just got off 
the plane and blasted a double to left field in 
his first at-bat.  “Hossie’s first game of 2008 
was a memorable one, as he finished with a 
fine 3-for-5 and 3 RBI, to lead his club to a 
25-22 victory.  In the field, the 74-year young 
second baseman also turned a sparkling 6-
4-3 double play. 

25 Years Ago
1983-The Hoffman Lady Guvs’ final 

scoring for the year: Nancy Garsick 375 
points, Kim Reick 272, Barbara McCabe 
213 Coyle 161, Jeri Smith 121 Januszak 
106, Dottie Croddick 54, Tammy Schaber 
23, Kelly Reick 16, Charlton 12, Wahler 8, 
Brinkerhoff 6.

35 Years Ago
1973-The third and final South Amboy 

All-City Men’s Senior Basketball team was 
selected by the coaches and referees.  The 
5 top players and best coach in the league 
were picked.  The survey was originated and 
conducted by South Amboy Citizen Sports 
Editor, Tom Burkard, .

The 1973 All-City Basketball 1st Team: 
Fran Fitzmorris-English Chevron; Gary 
Lange-English Chevron; Greg Havlusch-
Far Out Trucking; Mark Jendrzejewski-
The Halfway House; Danny Paone-Mike’s 
Corner; Coach Ricky Ferguson-English 
Chevron.

60 Years Ago
1948-St. Mary’s talented basketball 

team upset powerful West Catholic of 
Philadelphia, 46-44 on Ray Stockton’s 
game-winning, long set shot from mid-court 
with 0:04 seconds left.  The Eagles scor-
ing for the contest went as follows: John 
O’Brien 14 Ed O’Brien 10 Jerry Connors 
8 Stockton 7 Jerry Hoban 4 Jack McKeon 
3 Bob “Ace” Hennessey 0.  Jerry Connors 
who starred for the Eagles recalled that clas-
sic confrontation: “On that day, we left St. 
Mary’s after lunch to play an afternoon game 
in Philadelphia.  This was a big game for 
us, as West Catholic’s star player was Ernie 
Beck, who went on to play at Penn and later 
with the Philadelphia Warriors in the NBA 
with Wilt Chamberlain, Tom Gola and Paul 
Arizin.  We had an excellent team as well, 
with the O’Briens, Jack McKeon and Ray 
Stockton all seniors.  This game was talked 
about for a long time thereafter.  I kept the 
story that appeared in “The Crown”, and 
many years later when I was in the service, 
I was stationed in Philadelphia for 3 years.  
Some of the civilians I worked with were 
from West Catholic High School, and I took 
pride in showing them the clipping.” 

60 Years Ago
1948-The Hoffman Governors fine 

basketball team consisted of John “Skeets” 
Skarzynski, Jimmy Burkard, Ray Wisniews-
ki, Stan Kowaleski, Stan Olenczak, Howard 
Larue, Howard Wray, Bob Hasselacher.  The 
team was coached by the legendary Eugene 
“Jimmy” Dobrzynski.   Special thanks to 
Stan Olenczak for supplying the info and 
photo, which unfortunately had flaw and 
could not be printed. 

Sayreville 
Basketball: 1965

The Sayreville Bombers under rookie 
coach Jim Inman turned in an outstanding 
(18-6) record.  Center Jeff Osowski, one of 
the greatest players in Bombers’ history led 
the county in scoring with 694 points, and 
also scoring average (28.9).  He was fol-
lowed by Bob Nita 311 points (13.5), John 
Karlowitz 157, (6.5), Richie Marcus 148, 
(6.4), Bob Burdak 147, (6.4), Jim Van Fossen 
66, (4.4), Wally Senkowski 55, (6.1), Lemer-
ich 43, (3.6), Bob Trawinski 39, (2.6), Don 
Mandy 36 (2.4), Tony Jozefowicz 10, (2.5), 
Dale Kurowsky 9, (1.8), Bob McLaughlin 6, 
(1.5), Roy Place 5, (1.0), Warren Walerzak 
2, (0.3), Stan Bitner 1, (0.5).  

Pauloski Dies At 60
Frank Pauloski, 60, formerly of South 

Amboy, died on Dec. 23.  He was affec-
tionately known in the two-town area as 
“Poochie,” and was one of the toughest, 
most competitive athletes in the local men’s 
leagues.  Pauloski was an All-State Group 
1 outfielder in 1965, while starring for leg-
endary Coach John Zdanewicz’s Hoffman 
Governors.  

He served in the U.S. Army 82nd 
Airborne in the late ‘60’s at South Korea.  
Frank was a retired NJ State Trooper living 
in Collingswood, and since 1996, owned 
Cherry Valley Transportation (Taxi) in 
Cherry Hill.  In 2003, he was awarded the 
United States Secret Service Certificate of 
Appreciation.

Giants Win Super 
Bowl!

The New York Giants overcame all 
odds to upset the undefeated New England 
Patriots 17-14 in a real thriller, and captured 
the Super Bowl championship.  The Giants 
last Super Bowl victory came in 1991, when 
they downed Buffalo, 20-19, and prior to that, 
in 1987, as they blasted the Denver Broncos, 
39-20.  This year’s MVP was quarterback Eli 
Manning who followed  his brother Peyton 
Manning, the 2007 MVP, after guiding the 
Indianapolis Colts to the title over the Bears, 
29-17.   People will be talking about this 
Super Bowl for many years to come.  It was 
truly a great one! 

Lou Seminski, owner of Sciortino’s Har-
bor Lights in South Amboy is a huge Giants 
fan, and has been a season ticket holder for 
the past 7 years.  He went to the ticker tape 
parade with employees and co-workers and 
had a super time.  Lou said that, “When you 
see what the Giants accomplished, it was a 
special day.”  He also noted that there were 
15 numbered floats with Giants players and 
personnel.  “People were 25 deep from the 
street to the walls of the buildings, and it 
reminded me of being at Giants Stadium as 
the fans chanted ‘Let’s go Giants, let’s go 
Giants.’  It sounded like you were at Giants 
Stadium during a critical play,” stated the 
very proud Seminski. 
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Hoffman Boys Won State Crown

The Greatest?  Perhaps the greatest basketball team in Hoffman/South Amboy history, 
the Group I State Champions are (l-r) Chet Meinzer, Mike “Woody” McCarthy, Dennis 
Wood, Jim Odom, Ken Wahler, Coach Jim Croddick, John “Red” Lange, Jerry Drill, Manny 
Formoso, Ted Reick, Paul Nagy.

45 Years Ago-Hoffman Ruled Group I 
Basketball

By Tom Burkard

March 23, 1963 is one of the most 
memorable in South Amboy sports history.  
Under the leadership of Coach Jim Croddick, 
the Hoffman High School boys basketball 
team invaded Atlantic City’s Convention 
Hall in quest of the N.J.S.I.A.A. Group 
I state championship.  The Guvs (14-7) 
were considered the Cinderella team in the 
tourney, and were huge underdogs against 
the highly-explosive Wood Ridge (20-2) 
team.  The Purple and Gold battled its way 
to the title showdown by trouncing Henry 
Hudson Regional 70-48, and Wildwood, 
80-64 in the semifinals.

The Guvs’ starting five was comprised 
of local basketball legends, John “Red” 
Lange, Ken Wahler, Manny Formoso, 
Jerry Drill and Dennis Wood.  The ready 
reserves were Mike “Woody” McCarthy, 
Chet Meinzer, Ted Reick, Jim Odom and 
Paul Nagy.

There were 5,000 spectators who 
witnessed the see-saw contest, as the lead 
changed hands numerous times.  With only 
0:02 seconds showing on the scoreboard, 
and the Guvs trailing 56-54, Wahler saved 
the game by firing in a beautiful, clutch 
10-foot jumper from the side, to send the 
contest into overtime.

In the extra session, Lange came 
through by scoring four of Hoffman’s seven 
points, as the hometown kids outscored 
Wood Ridge, 7-4 to capture the Group I 
State Championship, 63-60.  The victory 
marked Hoffman’s first state basketball 
title in 23 years.  Lange burned the nets for 
26 points and Wahler added 16 to lead the 
champions.

Immediately following the game, the 
players praised Coach Jim Croddick.  Lange 
said that, “Mr. Croddick is the nicest guy in 
the world.  He taught us all we know about 
basketball.  If it wasn’t for him, we wouldn’t 
be here right now with the trophy.”  Jerry 
Drill said that, “It’s all the coach.  He was 
the one that told us how to win.  We just 
played the game.”

The ‘63 state champs were super-heroes 
around South Amboy.  They were honored 
by various organizations with banquets and 
dinners, but most memorable to me as a 
12-year old fan in awe of these superstars 
was the huge parade, which lasted over an 
hour.  Coaches, players, and cheerleaders 
were driven around the city in 10 convert-
ibles, while spectators cheered “our boys” 
wildly.  The legendary Cloverleaf String 
Band provided musical entertainment for 
locals who lined the streets.

The cheerleaders, whose spirit and en-
couragement inspired the players throughout 
the season were captain Cynthia Kurtz, 
Sandra McCook, Ann Marie Stankowitz, 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Elaine Read, Margaret 
Smith, Kathleen Tarallo, and Joyce Letts.  
Dora Vogel was the cheerleaders’ coach.

The champions received many indi-
vidual honors and awards following the 
season.  Lange-1st Team All-County, 1st 
Team All-State Group I; Formoso-2nd Team 
All-County; Wahler-3rd Team All-County, 
3rd Team All-State Group I; Wood-Hon-
orable Mention All-County, Honorable 
Mention All-State Group I; Drill-Honorable 
Mention All-County, Honorable Mention 

All-State Group I.
A few members of the ‘63 champions 

commented on their big moment in South 
Amboy sports history:

Jerry Drill “Kenny Wahler put in the 
biggest shot in the history of South Amboy 
basketball to tie the game and send it into 
overtime.  John Lange also had a huge game 
for us.”

Ken Wahler “A lot of people give me 
all the credit for making the shot to send 
the game into overtime, but when we went 
into the huddle, there was no set play.  It was 
going to whoever got open, and I happened 
to be open.”

John Lange “I’ll always remember the 
unity and togetherness.  We were really a 
team!  The most important thing was winning.  
It was started by Coach Croddick.  He gave 
us our attitude.  We were all good friends 
off the court as well.  We didn’t have a lot 
of depth on the team.  Our team played sick 
or hurt for three-quarters of the year.  I had 
bronchitis.  Kenny Wahler was the only one 
that was healthy all year.”

Mike “Woody” McCarthy “I’ll always 
remember Wahler hitting the two-point shot 
from the corner with 2 seconds left to tie the 
game and bring it to overtime.  That was a 
key shot!  I believe today that it would have 
been a three-pointer.”

I’ll always remember listening intently 
to WCTC radio in our kitchen, and rooting 
for Hoffman in that championship game.  
I also remember hearing a very jubilant 
Coach Croddick being interviewed after 
the victory.  

This Hoffman team was a group of great 
guys, not only players, but they were also 
fine young men, who gave us  pre-teens in 
South Amboy someone to look up to, and 
try to emulate, and possibly become cham-
pions someday, just like Coach Croddick’s 
championship contingent.

That one magical night in March 1963 
will live on in history as one of South Amboy’s 
greatest and proudest moments in sports.

Where Are They Now?
Coach Croddick, and three of his players, 

Manny Formoso, Dennis Wood, and Paul 
Nagy are deceased.  Jerry Drill, Ken Wahler 
and Mike “Woody” McCarthy are still living 
in “The Pleasant Little City.”  Drill works 
as a painter for the South Amboy Board of 
Education.  Wahler has worked his entire 
career at DuPont, while McCarthy recently 
retired from the City of South Amboy after 
many years of service.  He is also an elected 
member of the Board of Education.  Chet 
Meinzer lives happily in North Carolina with 
his wife Judy Kurowsky Meinzer, a former 
actress and their children.  When we last spoke 
with John “Red” Lange, back in 2003, he was 
a warehouse manager for CNS Wholesale 
Grocers, who supply Pathmark.  He was in 
his 25th year with CNS back then.

NOTE:  Don’t miss the 45th Anni-
versary Reunion celebration of the 1963 
H.G. Hoffman High School Group I State 
Championship team at Sciortino’s Harbor 
Lights, 132 South Broadway, South Amboy 
on Saturday, March 1st, starting at 2:30 p.m.  
All are invited to attend!  Come out to greet 
and honor the legends of ‘63! 

1943-Hoffman High’s talented basketball team included Jim Croddick, who went on to 
schoolboy stardom, and later coached the ‘63 champs.  Pictured top (l-r) Charles Straub, 
manager, Robert Jonason, Donald Hoff, Harry Christensen, Aubrey Render, Leroy Kurtz, 
Coach Joseph Vail.  Bottom (l-r) Jim Croddick, Fred Weiss, Ed Skarzynski, Elmer Galley, 
Fred Dunham.  (Photo courtesy of Leroy Kurtz)

The Old and The New-Former New York Yankee star, Allie Clark (c) suggested we use 
this lead in for the caption.  Pictured with Allie at the New Jersey Sportswriters Banquet are 
Anthony LaVigne (l) and Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey(r), who was honored as New Jersey’s Minor 
League Pitcher of the Year.  Kevin is currently in Spring Training at Fort Meyers, Florida 
with his new team, the Minnesota Twins.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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LetterS

WWW.?

This photo was taken locally in either South Amboy or Sayreville.   Does it look familiar to 
you?   Do you know the original name of this place?   Extra credit will be given if you also 
know the very last name of this business.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bon Jovi’s Hamburg – Part 1 of 3
By Henny The DJ 

I have been the resident DJ in The 
Landmark Tavern on Broadway and Augusta 
Street here in South Amboy for the last 23 
years, and it is because of this lengthy tenure 
there that I respectfully ask your permis-
sion to speak on matters of music. Today, 
“ DJ’s” have become a very common form 
of entertainment for virtually every type of 
gathering, most of them are good in one way 
or another, and we have become comfortable 
with them.

However, I think you’d agree with me 
when I say that every DJ as well as many “bar 
bands”  in the country  owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to certain performers for producing 
songs that have been so inherently entertain-
ing that they have been a staple of these 
performers’ song lists since these songs first 
appeared on the scene. These are songs that 
just seem to work with any crowd, on any oc-
casion and at any time during a “gig“. Songs 
like: Dion’s Runaround Sue, Van Morrison’s 
Brown Eyed Girl, The Foundations’ Build 
Me Up Buttercup, Neil Diamond’s Sweet 
Caroline, Bob Seeger’s Old Time Rock and 
Roll, Journey’s Don’t Stop Believing, almost 
any Beatle song, and the list goes on and 
on; but, believe it or not, from my experi-
ence Jon Bon Jovi’s Living On a Prayer has 
worked its way to the very top of that list. 
That’s right, Parlin’s own Jon Bon Jovi, 
the regular guy who grew up in Sayre-
ville just over the Deep Cut Bridge. The 
same guy who hung out at the Extraback 
as chronicled last month in the SA Times 
article by “The Ghost,” whoever that is. 
And even though I have been taking Bon 
Jovi’ requests  from the very first time I set 
up two rickety turntables in English’s Pub 
back in May of 1981 and started playing 
bar songs, it took a trip to Europe in 2004 
for me to fully appreciate the worldwide 

impact of Jon Bon Jovi and his music. 
In 2004 I got a chance to make a trip I’d 
been dreaming about all my life. I went to 
Germany to visit the Reeperbaum, the world 
famous party district in the ancient, historic 
city of Hamburg, and to visit in person the 
bars where the Beatles came of age musically 
and performance wise in the very beginning 
of their career. Miraculously, even though it 
was over forty years ago that they performed 
there, not only were these clubs still in opera-
tion, they also were physically in the same 
condition as they were those forty years 
ago. Right there, still standing on “Grosse 
Freiheit Strasse” were The Indra Club, the 
first place they played The Kaiser Keller, 
where they spent the bulk of their play-
ing time, and The Star Club, where they 
got into trouble and had to return to their 
hometown, Liverpool. To me and any other 
dedicated Beatle fan worth his or her salt, 
just the mention of the names of these bars 
and the thought of seeing the Beatles perform 
there and the Beatle-lore that surrounds their 
time in Hamburg still makes the hairs on the 
back of our collective necks stand on edge. 
But this is not a story about The Beatles, 
because just as happens in many other jour-
neys in life, what you thought was going to 
be the main event suddenly takes a back seat 
to an unexpected occurrence that completely 
eclipses any intended objective. And so it 
was in this case, 3820 miles away from 
home in Hamburg, Germany a city to which 
I traveled because of my love for an English 
band, The Beatles, I became an enthusiastic 
fan of  Bon Jovi, the American band  that 
had been for twenty years sitting right on my 
doorstep a mile away in Parlin, New Jersey. 
Next Time:  WO IST DER KAISERKELLER, 
BITTE?”

WWW.? Winners
Last month’s photo was of the Sayre-

ville United Methodist Church on Main 
St.  Winners who correctly identified the 
church were: Marian Mills, Arlene Rondeau, 
Estelle Pluskota, Elaine Zonak, Tom Kross, 
Barbara Steiner, Paul Bouchard, Jennifer M. 
Rodriguez, Rose Scheid.  Congratulations!

Mystery Photo 
Winners

Only two readers, Ed Paczkowski and 
Claire Kuhn of South Amboy correctly 
identified the nine gentlemen pictured in 
the SA Times Mystery Photo Contest.    
The picture was taken at the swearing in of 
newly-elected councilmen, Al J. Jankowski 
and Lee Swiatkowski. Pictured holding the 
Bible was City Clerk John J. Triggs, and 
(l-r) were Al J. Jankowski- Councilman 1st 
Ward, John “Jack” Howley-Councilman 
3rd Ward,  Mayor Joseph Charmello, James 
Van Derveer-Councilman 2nd Ward, Leon 
C. Wisniewski-Councilman-At-Large, Lee 
Swiatkowski-Councilman 4th Ward, John 
E. Mullane-City Attorney, William Kurtz-
Assemblyman.  It was a toughie, and our 
congratulations go out to the winners, Ed 
and Claire! 

Dear Editor,
My brother Bill (who now lives in 

PA) and I usually have a contest amongst 
ourselves guessing the WWW.? photo.  We 
usually get them right, but sometimes forget 
to send the answer in.

You have a great newspaper and my 
wife and I look forward to each publication.  
Keep up the good work!

Joe Madeline
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Hi,
Just a comment on The Extra Back.  

When I was a kid, a long, long, time ago, we 
called the waterfront “The Minnie Ditch.” 
Then, when they dredged the channel and 
extended the beach, we just called it the 
landfill.  We still had good parties there.

Betty Silvaney Mansfield
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Pennsylvania 

Become Assertive
On Tuesday, March 18th from 7-9 p.m., 

Dr. Donald Noone will conduct a seminar on 
“How To Become Assertive Without Being 
Obnoxious” The event is sponsored by The 
Gathering Place, a non-profit organization 
run by co-directors Sister Louise Gorka, (a 
St. Mary’s High School alumnus), and Sister 
Peggy Noone.  The Gathering Place is located 
at nearby 130 Bray Ave., Middletown, NJ.  
For more info on Dr. Noone’s seminar, call 
732-495-7615.

Catholic Schools Week at Sacred Heart School shined like never before. The 
spirit of the week was ongoing with each day filled with activities to celebrate. 
The school gathered in the Church to open Catholic Schools Week at our Mass. 
The student government planned the Mass and our Praise and Worship band, led 
by Mr. Johnson, provided music that moved the students to sing with all their hearts. 
The third and fifth grade classes won the Praise and Worship contest at the assembly in the 
afternoon. The upper grades held up the rosaries they made and   Fr. Joe blessed them. 
The activities continued throughout the week with a visit from MCBlue, a robot who 
taught the students about recycling. A missionary spoke to each class about the 
importance of giving to those who have less.  Over $500.00 was raised for the missions 
and we will continue to ask the students to contribute during the season of Lent. 
We had a pep rally with all our sports teams and cheerleaders featured at the event. Each 
class made a banner and a cheer for the event.  The faculty and 8th grade played against 
each other in a volleyball game. The faculty won the match and the students cheered at  
the game. At the end of the week grades 5-8 enjoyed roller skating and  
grades K-4 had a movie morning. Catholic Schools week ended with our Fourth Annual 
Cotillion Ball with over 100 students 
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The Chiropractor’s Role
The unforgettable fact about arthritis is 

that once a joint has experienced structural 
degeneration, little or nothing can be done to 
“heal” the damage.  The role of chiropractic 
is one of providing our patients with a form 
of service that will take the stress from a joint 
making the patient’s life more comfortable.  
This is accomplished throughout a broad 
range of treatments, including manipula-
tive techniques, heat treatments, educating 
patients in proper posture while walking, 
sitting, sleeping, standing, and some diet 
control when undue weight puts too much 
pressure on over-taxed joints.  Even though 
arthritis is a degenerative disease, we can 
play an important role in maintaining and 
increasing mobility.

In treating elderly patients, we like to 
emphasize the point that stiffness and pain 
do not automatically go along with old age.  
Much of the pain and lack of mobility elderly 
persons experience can be alleviated through 
gentle, simple adjustments along with other 
therapeutic techniques.  The reasons are 
simple.  As one ages, the muscles responsible 
for maintaining the proper spinal alignment 
tend to lose their tone.  As youthful elasticity 
decreases, we are more likely to experience 
health problems related to the spines and 
nerves.  When vertebrae become misaligned, 
stress is placed on muscles and nerves.  Our 
techniques for correcting misalignments for 
the elderly are more gentle then those we 
would use for younger adults.  Our methods 
of treatment are painless, both preventive 
and corrective in nature.  We believe that 
feeling young is a matter of good health 
rather than physical age.  If you’re a senior 
citizen and never have tried Chiropractic 
as a means for obtaining or maintaining an 
active lifestyle, why not call so that you can 
learn how Chiropractic can keep you active 
and healthy your entire life. 

Easter Egg Hunt/ 
Breakfast

The Knights of Columbus will hold 
their Easter Breakfast on March 16, 2008, 
breakfast starts at 9:00 a.m., Adults are $5.00, 
Children (ages 2-12) $3.00, under 2 years 
old eat Free!  

S.A.N.D. will hold their Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt the same day starting at 10:00 a.m. 
The Easter Bunny will be there so bring your 
cameras!  Prizes and Gift bags for all the 
children (while supplies last). To register 
for this event, please call 732-727-1707 and 
ask for Steve.

Both events will be held at The Knights 
of Columbus Hall, Stevens Ave., South 
Amboy.

94th Anniversary At 
Dowdell

Come and celebrate Dowdell Library’s 
94th anniversary on March 17th.  The Library 
has become a community destination - where 
members can enjoy free programs as well 
as opportunities to utilize the new technolo-
gies.   Free Internet access – both wireless 
and network access is available.    Moreover, 
the library offers best-seller books, a sizable 
large-print collection, Dvds, music CDs, 
books on cassette or CD, the latest maga-
zines and newspapers, information services 
available 24 hours a day / 7 days a week and 
access to South Amboy historical archives 
and maps; again all free of charge!  

To obtain a free library card, just drop 
in and show us your South Amboy address 
on your driver’s license or utility bill.

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the 
South Amboy High School off O’Leary Bou-
levard.   Library hours are: Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday 9 am to 8 pm; Wednesday 
and Friday 9 am to 5 pm; and Saturday 10 
am to 4 pm.  For more information, contact 
the library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. 
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Cub Scout Pack 391, South Amboy, held it’s annual Pinewood Derby on Friday, January 
25, 2008. The Scouts enjoyed a night of friendly competition and everyone had a great 
time. Pictured are:(l-r) Eddie Zuppa, 1st place Webelos 1 and 3rd place overall pack. Bobby 
Bialkowski, 1st place Wolves and 2nd place overall pack. Richie Feihl, 1st place Webelos 
2 and overall pack champion. Congratulations to all!!!

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions will hold its 

Spring Pancake Breakfast on March 19 at 
the Sayreville Middle School Cafeteria, 800 
Washington Rd. from 8 a.m. to noon.  Tickets 
are $5 for adults, and $3 for children.  Tickets 
are available from members or at the door 
on the day of the event.

To Meet President
On March 8, Lorraine Rock, president 

of Ladies Auxiliary #4699, Sayreville will 
meet National President Virginia Carmen 
of Renton, Washington at an official meet-
ing and dinner, hosted by Hazel Radcliff, 
State President, Dept. of NJ at Quality Inn, 
Maple Shade, NJ.  The event will show 
Carmen how important the organization is 
to NJ veterans.

Trip To Playhouse
St. Mary’s Seniors are sponsoring a 

trip to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on 
Fri., April 4, to see Charlie Prose in Neil 
Simon’s “Last of the Red Hot Lovers.”  Cost 
is $75, which includes the show, dinner and 
bus transportation.  For reservations, call 
732-721-5030.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

“Serving The Community Over 100 Years”

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Albin, Helen R. Wistuba, 86, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 30.
Albin, Thomas, 91, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 29.
Baranowski, Edward, 80, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Feb. 17.
Biesiada, Margaret “Ruth,” 84, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 29.
Brocato, Catherine, 75, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 11.
Coman, Madeline Crummy, 87, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 24.
Conley, Barbara Ann, 62, of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 18.
Conover, Richard T., 64, formerly of 

Parlin died on Feb. 1.
D’Apolito, Angelo, 80, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 17.
David, Maxie J., 85, of Morgan died 

on Jan. 30.
Denuto, John L., 66, of Parlin died on 

Feb. 19.
Engelhart, Mildred C., 86, of Morgan 

died on Jan. 28.
Feulner, Frederick, 80, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 21.
Flegler, Carmela T., 80, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 15.
Gargiulo, Judith, 63, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 27.
Gerlesky, Edward S., 77, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 9.
Hackett, Frank W., 69, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 31.
Hardy, Sanford “Sandy,” 75, of Morgan 

died on Jan. 12.
Hays, Genevieve, 86, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 28.
Hilger, Marion E. Przybylowski, 77, of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 29.
Hills, Clement G. “Spot,” 92, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 21.
Hockenjos, Helen A., Zebrowski, 85, 

of Sayreville died on Feb. 19.
Janas, Matthew S., 93, of Melrose died 

on Jan. 14.
Jaskowiak, Amy J. Marcinczyk, 49, 

formerly of Sayreville died on Jan. 18.
Jaskowiak, Raymond, 79, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 1.
Jonap, Marie, 87, formerly of Sayre-

ville/South Amboy died on Feb. 8.
Kielian, Victoria, 87, of Sayreville died 

on Feb. 3.
Loftus, Sharon A. Gorczynski, 50, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Feb. 9.
Lykin, Joseph, 81, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 14.
Margitis, Mildred, 84, of South Amboy 

died on Feb. 8.
Mauro, Joseph D. Jr., 57, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 26.
Minnick, David, 43, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 9.
Murasko, Dorothy Marczak, 87, of 

South Amboy died on Feb. 17.
O’Toole, Shawn H., 44, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 13.
Pauloski, Frank, 60, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 23.
Peterson, Oliver “Jerry,” 63, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 15.
Petratos, Sophie, 83, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 14.
Pickens, Dolores, 81, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 10.
Render, James R. “Jim,” 49, of Raritan 

died on Jan. 28.
Rohan, Marie V., 99, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 20.
Roman, Helen, 85, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 14.
Ruszczyk, Charles R., 66, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 15.
Salort, Laurinda M. “Lee,” 82, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Feb. 1.
Shah, Parag G., 37, of Parlin died on 

Feb. 15.
Soltis, Helen, 88, of South Amboy died 

on Jan. 31.
Stein, James, 58, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 23.
Thomas, Florence M. Marczak, 90, of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 9.
Tobias, Frank A. Sr., 75, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 28.
Triggs, Eileen P., 84, of Parlin died on 

Feb. 17.
Twardos, Walter F., 86, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 30.
Urso, Dianne H., 48, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 25.
Vineyard, Wilma L. 50, formerly of 

Sayreville/South Amboy died on Jan. 30.
Zambito, Rose, 86, of Parlin died on 

Feb. 3.
Zawistowski, Ann, 82, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 3.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
March 1st is the day when you can fish 

for Striped Bass in Raritan Bay.  Don’t ex-
pect it to be good until the end of the month.  
Mackerel, which were plentiful, have left 
the area.  Processor Boats working offshore 
broke up there concentration forcing the 
Mackerel to leave.  Flounder remains closed 
until the 23rd.   Party Boat fishing is confined 
to Ling and some very large Blackfish.  Some 
Blackfish are ranging from 10 to 12 pounds 
and bigger.  The remaining far offshore trips, 
by reservation, are catching Sea Bass, some 
Porgies, a few Cod, Pollock and Hake, is all 
that is left.  Recently the Jamaica II which 
fishes the Mud Hole Wrecks, caught big 
Ling, some Cod and a surprise 6lb Haddock. 
There are 4 options, none of them good for 
the 2008 Fluke Season. 1st 18-inch limit, 
2 fish, and short season. 2nd 19inch limit, 
split season. 3rd 17½ inch limit, 2 fish, very 
short season. 4th 

19-½ inch limit, 3 or 4 fish, longer sea-
son. These are some of  the possibilities.
Fresh Water

Despite the cold spell and fluctuating 
weather, ice is hard to find in the north of 
the state. Action is still good for Pickerel and 
Perch.  Trout are available statewide despite 
some bad weather. There is still a Walleye 
bite around Lambertville and other parts 
of the Delaware River that now is running 
quite high.

Events At Dowdell
ALL AGES

PUZZLE MANIA! – Saturday March 
29th at 2pm. Drop in to put together puzzles. 
Different levels of difficulty will be avail-
able.

MONDAY AT THE MOVIES – Monday 
March 31st at 6:30pm. Join us for a showing 
of Bee Movie.

SPRING FASHION PARADE AND 
LIBRARY BIRTHDAY PARTY – Thursday 
March 20th at 6:30 pm. Wear a decorated 
fancy hat and a great spring outfit to show 
on the library runway! We will be playing 
a game, doing an egg hunt, having birthday 
cake, and coloring! 
CHILDREN 

 BINGO – Friday March 7th at 3:30 
pm. Ages 5+.

TOT TIME – Monday March 10th and 
24th at 11 am. Ages 0-2.

STORYTIME – Wednesday March 19th 
and 26th at 3:30 pm. Ages 3-5.

STORY & CRAFT – Friday March 14th 
and 28th at 3:30 pm. Ages 5+.
TEENS AND ADULTS

KNITTING CIRCLE – The circle is 
led by friendly instructor Sarita on Tuesday 
March 4th and 18th at 6:30 pm. BEGINNERS 
WELCOME!

JEOPARDY E-GAME NIGHT – Thurs-
day March 13th at 6:30 pm. Join us for 
some competitive fun on the computer and 
refreshments!

OPEN MIC NIGHT – Show off your 
talent in comedy, music, poetry, ANTHING 
on Thursday March 27th at 6:30 pm.

We can’t wait to see you soon at the Sa-
die Pope Dowdell Library in South Amboy! 
Contact us for more details at 732.721.6060 
or comments@dowdell.org.
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O’Connell-Irishman Of The Year

Confessions Of A South Amboy Guy 
– Giving Up The Ghost

 I just attended a party for Jack Kreiger 
celebrating his retirement after teaching and 
coaching for 40 years in the Woodbridge 
School System, and what do you think we 
talked about the whole night? Not when 
we both played for Saint Mary’s basketball 
team in the ‘60‘s, not his years playing 
basketball for Seattle University, not the 
years we taught together at Woodbridge 
High School, and not the summers we 
worked together at Lehigh Valley Basketball 
Camp. Without even a thought of all those 
other things, our whole conversation was 
centered on  the agony, laughs, fun, blood, 
sweat, tears, threats, and recriminations as-
sociated with the great pick up basketball 
games we played as kids up the Tank..  
One thing he remembered and has mentioned 
to me before was the degree of intensity 
with which my twin brother, Eddie, and 
I played against each other in those daily 
pick up games. As a matter of fact. one of 
the years when we worked at that basketball 
camp, Jackie was giving a speech trying to 
ramp up the intensity of the All Star team 
that we were coaching. In his pre-game 
speech to the team, he looked over at me 
as he said” I’ve seen brother literally fist 
fight against brother because they wanted 
to win so badly!” and we both smiled re-
membering the bloody wars “up the Tank” 
On a personal level, what Jackie remembered 
that stuck with me the most was that when 
we played Eddie and I were “two of the older 
guys”-   8th graders compared to his being  
a 5 th grader- and those three years at that age 
were a huge difference. Therefore we older 
guys were the ones doing the choosing in the 
regular after school games we played, and he 
thanked me for always picking him when we 
chose up teams. Can you imagine that?  This 
coming from Jack who was one of those guys 
who improved his game to such a degree 
each day that we played that you could see 
he was going to be a special player even at 

his young age. And after all his accomplish-
ments, he still remembered how important it 
was to get picked by one of the “choosers“! 
It made me remember the Ghost articles about 
Choosing Up Sides and Game Day and I 
‘Tought You Was Cuttin’ and all the rest of the 
Tank stories with a new found appreciation. 
But now The Ghost is going to take a break 
for a little while. It’s hard to believe that it’s 
been over two years writing this stuff every 
month and I think it’s time to give it a rest 
for a while. However,  before I do, since I 
used everybody else’s names in remember-
ing those old days growing up in town,  I 
think it’s only fair to come back one more 
time and come out of the closet , ‘fess up, 
stop hiding behind this nom de plume and 
reveal my true identity. Which I will do!   
NEXT TIME.

   The Ghost

Wyzykowski Named New Coach At Seton 
Hall

Greg Wyzykowski will take over as head 
coach of the Seton Hall women’s tennis pro-
gram, as announced by the Seton Hall athletic 
department on Sept. 5. Wyzykowski joins 
the Pirates after spending last season as an 
assistant coach with the Fairleigh Dickinson 
men’s and women’s tennis teams.

In his year with the Knights, Wyzykows-
ki helped lead FDU to a NEC Championship 
along with a NCAA Tournament appearance. 
His previous collegiate experience includes 
launching a women’s tennis program at 
Georgian Court University in Lakewood, 
N.J., earning CACC Coach of the Year honors 
for the 2005-06 season. 

This past July, Wyzykowski was the 
head coach of Under-14 boys and girls at 
the USTA Easternal Zonal Competition. 
Wyzykowski’s boys squad took the gold 
medal at the event.

Wyzykowski is a United States Profes-
sional Tennis Association certified instructor 
and is a member of the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association. He also serves on the United 
States Tennis Association middle states col-
legiate committee.

James W. “Red” O’Connell was selected 
Irishman of the Year by the South Amboy 
Irish-American Association.  O’Connell at-
tended St. Mary’s Grammar School, and is 
a 1951 graduate of St. Mary’s High School.  
After high school, the Korean Conflict was 
going on, and all the boys in the graduating 
class were signed up for the Navy before 
graduation.

“Red” spent four years in the Navy, and 
was aboard the U.S.S. Sarsi when it was 
sunk on August 27, 1952.  He swam for 7 
1/2 hours before being picked up the next 
morning.  They had 97 men as a crew, but 
lost 5 that night.

In June of 1958, Mr. O’Connell mar-
ried Barbara Byrnes of Morgan, and they 
have three children, John F. O’Connell, 

a South Amboy Councilman, Tara Geant 
and Sharon Conlan.  There are now seven 
grandchildren.

O’Connell retired from Jersey Central 
Power & Light Co. after 32 years of employ-
ment.  His wife passed away a few years ago, 
and he moved to Virginia in 1994.  He tries 
to come back to “The Pleasant Little City” 
as often as possible.

“Red” was one of the charter members 
of the South Amboy Irish-American Asso-
ciation, a very active member, and served 
as Grand Marshal for the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in 1994.

The South Amboy Irish-American 
Association is honored to have “Red” 
O’Connell as its “Irishman of the Year for 
its 30th Anniversary! 

Wyzykowski is a graduate of the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology and currently 
resides in Howell, N.J.

Samsel School 
Greets Servicemen

 Vietnam veteran Ed Marczak of South 
Amboy and his nephew Jacob Murray a 
South Amboy Police Officer and U.S. Marine 
who served in Kosovo, Bosnia and Afghani-
stan dropped in at Samsel Upper Elementary 
School in Sayreville, and spoke to children 
about their experiences in the military.

The youngsters were very receptive to 
stories and most inquisitive about all phases 
of the military life.  The servicemen showed 
the children a vast assortment of equipment 
they used during their military days.

The Sayreville American Legion Post 
211 Color Guard also demonstrated a flag 
folding ceremony for the students.

The programs were part of “Conversa-
tions With A Veteran” project, a brilliant 
idea by Grace Gabriele, who is a gifted and 
talented teacher at Samsel Upper Elemen-
tary School.
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Parlin’s Jim Carney shows his unique 
invention, “The Scrap Trap,” which he 
patented in 1983.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Jim Carney: Inventor, Author, And Much, Much More
By Tom Burkard

Everyone has a gift, something that 
they are very good at doing, and then there 
are some people that have many gifts and 
talents, more than the average person, and 
utilize them to the best of their abilities.

Back in 1981, Jim Carney of Parlin, 
came up with a unique invention that “I 
was hoping would make some side money,” 
he said, and hoped to get it marketed.  Jim 
then hired a patent attorney to handle the 
application process with the U.S. Govern-
ment House of Patents, and by May 1983, 
had an official patent on his product, which 
he called “The Snack Trap.”  “Back then 
the patent wasn’t that expensive, only $40,” 
he stated.  On the patent is Carney’s name, 
with an official seal, patent number, and a 
picture drawn of “The Snack Trap” showing 

different views.
Carney describes in detail, his creation, 

“The Snack Trap.”  “Working as a self-em-
ployed home improvement carpenter/roofer/
mason, I had to devise shortcuts and gadgets 
to help me in my work.  This practice led to 
minor inventions, and eventually an artistic 
career that is still progressing.  In order to 
help me clean up small trash after finishing 
a carpentry job, I developed and secured a 
patent for “The Snack Trap.”  It was a plastic 
bag pushed through a ring about 14 inches 
diameter.  The bag is clamped on the ring 
with a plastic cover with a lever, which can 
be held in one hand, and opened by pulling 
back with the thumb.  The cover opens and 
allows you access to toss in the garbage.  
The key is doing the work with one hand, 
and use the other for something else.  It is 
ideal for cleaning off counters, especially 
your kitchen counter if you cook a lot, and 
picnic tables.  There is nothing out there 
like this.   I could pick up the waste articles 
with one hand, and put them in “The Snack 
Trap.” The advantage is that you could close 
“The Snack Trap” and hang it from a hook, 
nail, post or in a closet, and not take up floor 
space.  Also, a person did not have to carry 
a trash can around while cleaning up.  It 
doesn’t leave marks on the floor either, like 
garbage cans do.  After it was filled with 
garbage, the plastic bag could be discarded.  
In addition, you could save time, extra work, 
and clean it up right the first time, plus you 
don’t have to worry about it spilling out.  
Once I became involved in show business, 
I discovered that inventions were not my 
bag,” he joked. 

I asked Jim why he didn’t pursue mar-
keting his item, and he responded, “I found 
out you can’t do everything yourself.  You 
need help.  I may have tried to get it to a 
few companies, but I was also involved in 
writing at the time, and performing and do-

ing comedy.  Show business took me away 
from inventing, plus I think there were other 
similar items out on the market.   Also, along 
with my wife Ellie, we were raising a family 
of 5 children.”

Besides, time was very limited for Jim 
Carney, who was writing comedies, Broad-
way plays, skits and jokes for comedians, 
“There wasn’t much money in that,” as well 
as jokes and stories for TV.  “I was involved 
with agents in New York and it took a lot of 
my time,” he said.

Coming up with inventions was nothing 
new to Carney, as he could have received 
a partial patent for an item he called “The 
Beach Fence.”  “I got the idea at the beach, 
when I saw the sand always blowing onto 
people’s blankets and other beach things.  
My idea was a simple thing, putting stakes 
in with a fence around it, around your area 
where you could “stake it out”-so to speak.  
I put in for a patent, but they do have this 
type of product to put around lawns, hedges 
and gardens.”

The Jim Carney story could be made into 
a very interesting movie one day.  He has 
attempted so many things, using his creativity 
to the max.  He and his daughter Vanessa, 
when she was 10 years old, performed a 
skit from Abbott and Costello on The Joe 
Franklin Show on TV.  Jim was also on the 
Joey Adams radio show many times, and 
on cable TV in Monmouth Park.  He also 
did stand up comedy at the now legendary 
Improvisation in New York City, which 
was a hot-bed for upcoming comedians.  
He initially went onstage at 10 p.m.  Actor 
Danny Aiello was the MC, and once told 
Carney that, “You have some of the funniest 
stuff I’ve ever heard, but you talk too fast.”  
Carney responded, “I was nervous,” and 
Danny told him to come in and hang out at 
the club more and get into it.”  He did, and 
was later moved to a 2:30 a.m. show, way 

too late for anyone to handle.  Jim had his 
regular, full-time day business, as well as 
requiring time to write, and then trek to New 
York City, where he would be until the wee 
hours of the morning, honing his comedic 
skills. This break-neck schedule could wear 
anyone down, so Carney’s main focus now 
became his writing.

Jim’s wife Elizabeth died in 1993 from 
cancer, and he found new inspirations and 
ways to channel his many gifts.  He wrote 
and self published a book called “My Life 
With Elizabeth” which was about his experi-
ences babysitting his grandchildren, and also 
had a second book he was working on, “A 
Love Story.”  This book combines original 
songs Carney wrote about their life together, 
along with photos of Jim, Elizabeth, children 
and grandchildren on the same pages.  “It’s 
a little bit of a story of our whole life.  As 
you read the songs, the sheet music will also 
be on the page if you want to play them,” 
Carney commented.  (He is a self-taught 
piano player).  The work also contains 
love letters Elizabeth wrote as an innocent 
18-year old girl to Jim when he was in the 
U.S Air Force stationed in Germany.  Jim’s 
love for his late wife “Ellie” as he called her 
is eternal.  He said that, “We made a good 
team.  I wanted to be a big shot and she was 
a cheerleader.”

He has also written two pamphlet-styled 
books 50-60 pages each.  “Journey of A 
Soul” is a journal of what happened to him 
over a period of 8-10 years.  “Beyond My 
Expectations” is about the Blessed Mother 
and Angels. 

Carney seems to have really found 
his niche in writing. “I’m so happy when I 
write he said.  He’s been doing plenty of that 
since ‘93.  His musical comedy, “Happy” is   
completed and ready for show time.   Jim 
said that “It’s very easy to do, very civic and 
can raise money for charity.  I have to get 
performers.  We have a local theater for the 
show and can audition locally.  For the main 
characters, we need 5 married couples ages 
20- 70 years old.  We can also use produc-
tion people to help arrange things.  Actors 
can call me, Jim Carney at 732-721-6863 
for more information.”

Carney Notebook: Jim once had a 
script with MGM.  Readers sent it to the 
movie company as Potential Properties.   He 
also had scripts with TV producers.  “I was 
very close to making it, but really had to 
take care of my family.  I got too tired and 
didn’t make any money,” he said.  Reflecting 
on his invention days, “You need publicity.  
You have to have marketing, invest your 
own money, and get someone to market it 
for you.  You have to make some prototypes, 
give someone $5,000 and he’ll get it in the 
newspapers, send it to factories.  You can’t 
do everything.”

Carney, a Past Grand Knight of South 
Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 
#426, once took Creative Writing courses at 
Middlesex County College.  “The courses 
gave me style and helped me with my short 
stories,” he said.  Jim entertained locally at 
the old Dorian Manor and Club Bene.  He 
says that his greatest accomplishment to date 
is his musical comedy, “Happy.”  “It could 
lead to a lot of things, and my new book, “A 
Love Story” has enormous potential.”

Jim Carney is 77 years young, and gradu-
ated from Bayonne High School.  He’s lived 
in Parlin since 1960, and operated his own 
business, Carney Aluminum for 35 years.  
He then became a driver for the Middlesex 
County Area Wide Transportation.

Carney said that “My writing ability 
is a gift from God. I wrote some very good 
compositions in grammar school.” He ran 
into an old classmate for the first time in 
over 40 years, and he told Jim how he 
couldn’t stop laughing when Carney read 
the composition in class about how he got 
his nickname, “Squeaky.”

Jim Carney is a man of many talents and 
gifts.  He has utilized them to the fullest, and 
is a true success in the game of life!  
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Kids Corner

Brody Tooker of South Amboy just celebrated 
his 1st birthday on Jan. 18th.  Brody is a real 
“people person” and enjoyed himself at a 
party held in his honor at the Elks Lodge 
on Washington Ave., South Amboy, with his 
dad and mom, Ryan and Barbara Tooker, 
big brother Benjamin, and many friends and 
relatives.  Brody is the grandson of Bob and 
Camille Tooker of South Amboy, and Al and 
Joanne Ust, also of South Amboy. 

Webelo Scout Jesse Richter of the Raven 
Patrol, Cub Scout Pack 391 South Amboy 
was awarded the Edward Quackenbush 
award. The Quackenbush award goes to a 
graduating second year Webelo for excellence 
in scouting including overall knowledge of 
scouting, attendance, leadership qualities 
and scouting skill. Congratulations Jesse and 
best wishes in your scouting adventures.

Luke Lenahan-
Deputy Grand 
Marshal

Luke Lenahan is a 1950 graduate of St. 
Mary’s High School.  He received scholar-
ships and matriculated to the University of 
Seattle, and then went on to Belmont Ab-
bey.  He served 4 years in the U.S. Army, 
and began his lifetime teaching career at St. 
Mary’s High School in 1958, where he taught 
History, Physical Education, Health and also 
served as varsity basketball coach until 1965.  
Lenahan taught Physical Education, Health, 
and Driver’s Education at Madison Central 
High School from 1965-1992.

In 1971, he ventured into the business 
world, as a franchise owner of Mister Softee 
Ice Cream.  He founded the Route 9 Driving 
School in 1978, and in ‘81, was the manager 
of Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club.

Luke married the late Dolores Noble on 
June 8, 1957, and they have seven children 
and 14 grandchildren.  He is a lifelong pa-
rishioner of St. Mary Church, and has served 
as its CYO Advisor, basketball coach, and 
on the Ecumenical Council.  He was also the 
Sayreville Democratic Organization Chair-
man for 13 years, as well as Committeeman 
for 17 years.     

Jack Mulvey– 
Deputy Grand 
Marshal

Deputy Grand Marshall, John “Jack” 
Mulvey, was born January 27, 1929 in 
South Amboy.  Son of Julia (Howley) Mul-
vey and John F. Mulvey Sr., Jack has two 
brothers, James and Francis “Butch” and a 
sister, Kathleen Varano.  He is married to 
Ann (Ballo) Mulvey for 58 years, and has a 
daughter, Susan Heimall and son Tom Mul-
vey.  Rounding out the rest of the family are 
grandchildren, Lauren Stolte, Mark Stolte, 
Kevin Mulvey and Erin Mulvey.

Jack graduated from St. Mary’s Elemen-
tary School in South Amboy and Perth Am-
boy Vocational and Technical High School.  
Upon graduation, he entered the U.S. Air 
Force, where he served for two years.  After 
Ann’s bus ride to Texas, they were married 
in the chapel on base in Wichita Falls. They 
returned to New Jersey following Jack’s 
discharge and settled in the Morgan section 
of Sayreville, where they still reside.

Jack is retired from National Lead and 
Roosevelt Hospital.  He has been serving the 
community as a member of the South Amboy 
First Aid and Safety Squad over the last four 
decades, achieving rank of Captain in 1965 
and is still active and answering calls. 

Jack is a life-long parishoner of St. 
Mary’s Parish, serving as an usher for the 
past 25 years.  In his spare time, Jack enjoys 
watching baseball games. Lately his two 
favorite teams being the Binghamton Mets 
and the New Orleans Zephyrs.  He is also 
an amateur clown, having won several first-
place trophies in annual competitions. He 
has taken that hobby and entertained many 
children with his gift.

Jack is honored by the South Amboy 
AOH and their choice for Deputy Grand 
Marshall. 

Kids Bingo Night
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 

hold Kids Bingo Night on April 9 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at the Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center.  The event is opened to Ages 5 & 
up, no toddlers please.  Admission is FREE.  
There will be refreshments and prizes.  Call 
to register Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
732-390-7092.

Egg Hunt-March 15
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 

sponsor an Egg Hunt on Sat., March 15th, 
starting  10 a.m. at the Borough Fields.  
The event is open to Sayreville residents 
ages 3-10.  For more information call 732-
390-7092. 

Smokey The Bear
Cheesequake State Park will sponsor a 

“Learn About Smokey The Bear” program on 
March 2, starting at 1 p.m. at the Interpretive 
Center.  All ages are welcome to attend and 
learn about the history of Smokey The Bear.  
For more info call 732-566-3208.

Corned Beef & 
Cabbage

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council #426 will hold its Annual Corned 
Beef & Cabbage Dinner immediately follow-
ing the St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 
8th, at the Council Hall, Fourth St. & Stevens 
Ave., South Amboy.  Cost is $8 per person.  
For more info call 732-721-2025.

Bus Trip
The 35th Annual FDNY-NYPD Charity 

Hockey Game will take place at the Nassau 
Coliseum on Sunday April 6, 2008.  The bus 
departs from 217 South Pine Ave. South 
Amboy at 9am sharp.  Tickets are $50.00 

per person and include: transportation, food 
before and after the game, beverages and 
game ticket.  For more information contact 
Bill Leveille at 732-525-8998.
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Champions Central
By Tom Burkard and Photos by Brian Stratton

Sayreville Wins 
County, Sectional 
Titles

The highly-talented Sayreville wrestling 
squad, under the coaching brilliance of John 
Denuto, breezed to the GMCT championship 
for the first time in the school’s history, and 
also claimed its first sectional final.

In the GMCT, title showdown, the pow-
erful Bombers ended the South Plainfield 
dynasty, 185-181, to unseat the Tigers, who 
had won 4 consecutive GMC crowns, and 9 
out of the last 10 years.

Michael Knight, the Bombers’ captain, 
wrestled 29 pounds above his certified 
weight, and clinched the title for his team 
by pinning South River’s Brian Fodor in a 
quick 0:34 seconds, to win the 189-pound 
county championship.  Ramon Santiago 
also captured a county crown in dramatic 
fashion, winning the 140-pound class with 
a huge comeback.  Trailing, 6-5, he battled 
back, and with 0:04 seconds left in the 
third period, delivered a match-winning 
5-point lateral drop for the big 10-6 victory 
over defending champion Joe McAuley of 
Bishop Ahr. 

In the North 2 Group III championship, 
Sayreville easily handled Montgomery, 
47-9.  130-pounder Nick Boulton, had the 
quickest pin of the day over Mike Oake in 
2:29.  An interesting sidelight was that all 
of the Bombers died their hair platinum 
blond, and so did Coach DeNuto in a show 
of togetherness and team unity.     

Congratulations on a truly superb cham-
pionship year!

In addition to copping the champion-
ships, Sayreville recently attained its highest 
standing ever in the state rankings, making 
it to #8.

Bomber Bowlers 
Win 3 Titles

The amazing Sayreville Bombers boys 
bowling team captured 3 major champion-
ships, including the most prestigious of all, 
the New Jersey State Championship which 
featured champions from all groups battling 
for the crown.

Coach Mike Weinert’s club started its 
championship run by defeating Edison 2-1, 
to capture the GMCT title.  The Bombers 
have only been an official member of the 
GMC for 2 years, but under the finest coach 
in the state, have emerged into a truly great 
bowling unit.  The Blue & Gray, seeded #2, 
had to knock-off top-seeded and undefeated 
powerhouse, Woodbridge in the semifinals to 
get to the title contest against the Eagles.

In the first game, Sayreville downed 
Edison 1,136-1,048.  Leading the way were 
Camryn Nieves with a 289 game, and Matt 
Wasielewski, who rolled a 251.  The Eagles 
took Game 2, 1,122-1,061 forcing the teams 
to a showdown Game 3.  Brian Nicholas 
went to work and fired a 223 game to lead 
the locals to the GMCT Championship, 
1,068-971.

Nieves had the Bombers’ high series 
with a 688, and was followed by Nicholas 
677, Wasielewski 667, Matt Walczak 620, 
Golebiowski 611, and Mike Savarese 569.

The Bombers went on to win the NJ-
SIAA Group III title, with the highest pin 
total, 3,362.  Brick was second with 3,131.  
Marcin Golebiowski led the way with 249-
232-248--729.  Matt Walczak contributed 
a 699 series.

In the state semis, Sayreville throttled 
Brick, 3-0.  Wasielewski had 6 throws, all 
for strikes.  

In the state championship, The Blue 
& Gray came through big time, downing a 
strong Roselle Catholic club, 3-1.  Nicholas 
had 15 throws, and an amazing 12 strikes, 
including the winning strike in the 10th 
frame of Game 2, to win it for Sayreville 
216-212.

Congratulations to Coach Weinert 
and the Bomber bowlers on a sensational 
season! 

Eagles Win Group I 
Title

The Cardinal McCarrick boys bowling 
team turned in the greatest performance in 
the school’s bowling history by capturing 
its first Central Jersey Group I sectional 
championship.

The Eagles, under Coach Steve Jones, 
not only won the title, but also had the 
second highest pin total out of all the teams 
in the four groups, as they knocked down 
3,088 pins.

Brian Hentz finished 8th overall with 
a 216-253--667, and teammate Chris De-
George came in 10th with 245-235--654.  
Congratulations Blue & Gold on a great 
season!    

Ratajczyk, McKenna Win Titles
Sayreville swimmers, Alex Ratajczyk captured two GMC titles and Maureen McKenna 

one at the GMC Championships.  Ratajczyk set tournament records by winning the 50 
freestyle in 21.43 and the 100 freestyle in 47.73.  McKenna won the county backstroke 
crown in 1:01.94, and also copped 2nd place in the 50 freestyle.  Congratulations to two 
outstanding swimmers!

Lady Guvs Win 
Gold

The South Amboy Lady Governors 
clinched the GMC Gold Division title with 
a 50-37 triumph over Dunellen.  Katey 
Charmello led the scoring parade with 20 
points, and Courtney Hulsart added 14 for 
the newly-crowned champions.  Congratu-
lations, SA! 

Guvs Win First 
Gold Title

Mark Simko’s clutch 3-point field goal 
from the corner at the buzzer gave the South 
Amboy Governors a thrilling 81-78 vic-
tory, and the school’s first-ever GMC Gold 
Division championship.  Larry Lenahan’s 
free throw with 0:19 seconds left tied the 
contest at 78-78, setting the stage for Simko’s 
game-winning heroics.  Simko got the ball 
with 0:01 and fired it up, and the rest is now 
SA history.  Coach George Krzyzanowski, 
now in his 29th and final year at the helm, 
has to be extremely proud of this Purple & 
Gold squad, as it is quite possibly the best 
team he has ever coached.  Simko topped all 
scorers with 32 points, while Lenahan poured 
in 28 points and ripped 15 rebounds.  Colin 
Krzyzanowski contributed 11 markers to the 
big “W.”  Congratulations, Guvs!

The State Champion Eagles Bowling Team from Cardinal McCarrick High School.

The Gold Division Champion Governors from South Amboy High School.

The Blue Division and GMCT Champion Eagles from Cardinal McCarrick High School.

The Blue Division and GMCT Champion Lady Eagles from Cardinal McCarrick High 
School.  

The Gold Division Champion Lady Governors from South Amboy High School.  
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Leveille Chosen Grand Marshal
continued from page 1

Betty’s father, William, was Captain of 
the First Aid in 1943, and she recalled him 
taking her to the old First Aid Building when 
she was a little girl.  Perhaps one could say 
that caring for people, and the First Aid was 
in her blood.

After her arrival and acceptance into 
the First Aid, she said that more women 
joined, and the next ladies were twin sisters, 
Roxanne and Renee Meszaros.  Betty men-
tioned that some of the big changes since 
she began in ‘74 are that all EMT’s must 
be state certified.

Also, when working on critical calls 
with paramedics, it has certainly been ben-
eficial to the final outcome and recovery of 
the patient.”

Leveille, a Past President of the First 
Aid, feels most rewarded when “I have the 
ability to help someone in their time of need.  
That’s what keeps me going.”

She remembered answering her first 
call after joining the staff.   “There was a 
horrible accident at the Rt. 35 bridge.  A 
tractor trailer hit a cement portion of the 
bridge and burst into flames.  The man got 
out of the cab, but had burns over 95% of his 
body.  We rendered care, took him to South 
Amboy Hospital, and then a helicopter took 
him to the Burn Center.  He lived 2 weeks 
and died.   I called Chuck Pawlowski, the 
Captain, and Lieutenant Gary Cottrell, and 
told them I wasn’t cut out for this, come 
and get my equipment.”  The two officers 
talked to her, and wouldn’t take her equip-
ment.  “Gary and Chuck insisted that I was 
cut out to be a First Aider.  They said that 
would be the worst call I would ever go on, 
so I reconsidered,” she stated.  Fast forward 
34 years to 2008, and Betty said that “I’ve 
had very sad calls, but the first one was the 
worst.”  On a joyous note, Betty has deliv-
ered three babies through the years, one is 
now a young boy of about 10 or 11 years 
old, who once came up to her and asked if 
she remembered him.

She undoubtedly loves the First Aid 
and when asked what the toughest part of 
being a First Aider is,  said, “It can be try-
ing at times, as there is lots of training, plus 

during the holidays, when the alarm goes 
in it at all different hours.  My family has 
always been so supportive though, and that 
certainly helps.” 

She reminisced about being elected the 
first and only woman Captain in history, “I 
was truly elated that the men had enough 
confidence in me to put me in leadership, 
one that is so scrutinized by everyone.”

Betty said that she was “Overwhelmed 
and truly humbled that she was considered 
for the position of Grand Marshal in the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  It’s something 
I’m really looking forward to.”  The entire 
Leveille Family will be involved with all 
the activities throughout the day, and Betty 
hopes they all return to the AOH after the 
parade to spend some time there.

Betty is a huge New York Rangers 
hockey fan, nicknamed “Dancing Granny” 
by other fans who see her at the games.  She 
was selected by Rangers management to 
appear in a commercial on MSG Network, 
that celebrated the team clinching a playoff 
spot.

Leveille has been working as a Medical 
Assistant for a Cardiology group in Manala-
pan for 19 years.

She and her husband Roland “Ronnie” 
Leveille have three children, Debbie, Denise 
and Bill, and 7 grandchildren.  Ronnie is an 
Honorary member of the SAFAS, and their 
granddaughter Jill is a very active member 
in the Squad.

Betty’s message to the thousands of 
people who will see her leading the parade:  
“Erin Go Bragh!  Ireland forever!  Go and 
enjoy the day.  It’s a beautiful celebration 
for St. Patrick’s Day.  My wish is for all the 
people to have good health and happiness in 
their lives.  I’m happy that I have my Irish 
heritage, and I can do this.  I never thought 
being a Grand Marshal or a Captain in the 
First Aid, would have happened to me.”

Betty Leveille is a wonderful, caring 
person and dedicated First Aider, who is 
most deserving of being honored as Grand 
Marshal.  May she and her family have a 
beautiful and most memorable day!  

Members of American Legion Post 211, Sayreville, demonstrate the proper folding of our 
flag to students of Samsel Elementary School on Jan. 30th.  The event was also followed 
by a Q & A session.  (Photo submitted by Gerald Springard, Post Historian)

The Middlesex County Emerald Society crowned their Queen and Princess for 2008 at 
Sciortino’s at Harbor Lights.  Pictured (l-r) 2008 Queen Casey Paluskiewicz, 2007 Queen 
Jennifer Kurtz, 2008 Princess Sarah Balon.  Casey a Senior at Marist College and Sarah 
a Freshman at Cardinal McCarrick High School will march in this years South Amboy St. 
Patrick Day Parade on March 8th. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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